
 
 

We are a sharing, loving fellowship of Christian believers, rooted in biblical faith, that actively seeks and celebrates 

God. We desire to praise, love and serve with all our hearts in our faith community and to reach out to our neighbors, 

continuing the work of Jesus peacefully, simply, together. 

In God we find the source of all our joy. Hallelujah! 
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From our Pastor… 

Cultivate (verb): to prepare and use for the raising of crops; to foster the growth of; 

to improve by labor, care, or study; to refine; to further; to encourage —Miriam Webster 

Online Dictionary 

 

“Faith is a place of mystery, where we find the courage to believe in what we cannot 

see and the strength to let go of our fear of uncertainty.” —Brene Brown, The Gifts of 

Imperfection: Let Go of Who You Think You’re Supposed to Be and Embrace Who You Are 

 

Lent is a season of spiritual gardening, of inviting God to unearth in us what lies fallow, 

what needs to be tended, and what needs to die in us in order for new life to emerge. This 

year, the scriptures in the Revised Common Lectionary during Lent offer us images and stories 

with themes of earthiness and grit. With inspiration from the folks at A Sanctified Art, during 

the season of Lent we will be “digging” into the theme of Cultivating and Letting Go. 

 

 

 

Starting on March 3, in my sermons and in our worship together, I am looking forward 

to exploring this theme with you over the six weeks of Lent. What in our personal lives, in 

our faith journeys, in our experiences as a congregation are we called to cultivate, to nurture, 

to refine: perhaps courage or resilience or forgiveness? And what might we be called to let 

go of, to leave behind, in order for new life to begin: perhaps fear or self-reliance or easy 

answers? I pray that the season of Lent will offer us an opportunity to reflect on these themes 

as we together let go of that which holds us back as disciples, and instead cultivate the 

practices and values that reflect Jesus. 

 

Yours in grace and peace, 

Pastor Lauren 

Banner 

 

  



…those limited or confined for 

health reasons: Cathy Banks, 

Eva Davis, Faith Eikenberry, 

Marcheta Pletcher. 

 

We also uphold these members, 

friends and family members of our congregation 

who have prayer concerns: 

 

Harvey Good 

Acia Jernigan 

Rochelle Lovelace 

 

 

District Prayer Calendar – March 

 

Mar. 3 For deepening faith as we begin the 

 Lenten journey 

Mar. 10 The work of the COB Ministry & Mission 

 Board and Staff 

Mar. 17 Cristo Sion Iglesia de los 

 Hermanos (Pomona) 

Mar. 24 Nurturing and Credentialing Committee 

 and the candidates preparing for ministry 

Mar. 31 Circle of Peace Church of the Brethren 

 (Peoria, AZ) 

 

 

 

 

 

 

March Host, Ushers, etc. 

 
 Host: Jerry & Berkley Davis 

 Ushers: Larry & Diane Deal 

 Offering: Bill Lemon 

 Hymn Leader: Phyllis Eller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

  1) Nicole Bledsoe (Cook) 

  6) Paul Lovelace 

11) Diane Deal 

15) Carol Scott 

20) Kenton Horner 

23) Mary Hines 

28) Laura Lovelace 

30) Larry Deal 

31) Don Overholser 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

20) Richard & Linda Hart 1959 

 

 

 

All-Church Retreat Next Month 

Please join us for our Annual Church Retreat on 

Saturday, April 13. In addition to times of worship 

and fellowship, in a spirit of play and joy we will be 

remembering our own personal spiritual and faith 

journeys through an activity called spiritual life 

mapping. Bring your imagination and your 

creativity! We will meet at Hillcrest in the Citrus 

Room from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



FROM SERVICE AND OUTREACH 

Thank you for your continued response in our 

effort to support the local food bank. Our food 

emphasis for March is Canned Meat and 

Pasta. As always, staple items are always 

needed and welcome. 

 
Our giving emphasis for March is 

One Great Hour of Sharing. 

 

 
 

 The Church of the Brethren denomination invites 

its members and churches to share in  quarterly 

special offerings. The spring offering is called the 

One Great Hour of Sharing. This offering provides 

additional support for some of the humanitarian 

concerns of the church, such as disaster ministries 

and the Nigerian Crisis Fund. 

 The theme of this year’s offering comes from 

Ephesians 3:20, reminding us that God can do more 

than we can imagine with our offerings. Sometimes 

we can look back and see, often with amazement, 

what our “little mustard seed” has become. Who 

would have thought that an ordinary reed basket 

would save the life of the future leader of the 

Hebrews? Or that a foreigner’s love for her mother-

in-law would in time bring forth the greatest King? 

Or that our pennies would help so many women in 

poverty? Or that our support of EYN would help 

them reclaim their hope at the time of their greatest 

need? 

 As exciting as it is to remember these past 

blessings from God, what might he have in store for 

us if we give even our few “mites” of service, love or 

money? Something to pray about. Although 

envelopes for this special offering will be available 

all during March, the 17th is the designated day for 

the offering. May the results of your giving be way 

beyond your wildest expectations. 

 

 

 

WOW Weekend of Wonder 

PSWD Women’s Retreat 

April 5-7, 2019 — Murrieta Hot Springs 
The Weekend of Wonder Women’s Retreat returns 

to the PSWD calendar in 2019. Women are 

encouraged to make plans to join their sisters the 

weekend of April 5-7 for a time of fellowship, 

learning, prayer, and enjoying creation, at the 

Murrieta Hot Springs Retreat Center in Murrieta Hot 

Springs, CA (near Temecula, 40 miles south of 

Riverside). Experience real Hot Springs that are 

“Luxurious, welcoming, and always available. The 

hot springs are the place to relax with others, or 

alone, while on your retreat. The Roman Spa is filled 

with filtered hot springs water in an environment 

that is meant for you and your friends to relax and 

fellowship.” 

(www.mhsretreats.com/amenities) 

Arrive at 4 p.m. for registration on April 5 and be 

welcomed by the Planning Team: Christi Bowman, 

Karen Pierson, Julie Wheeler. Dinner starts at 6:50 

p.m. In addition to the adventure of relaxation, Julia 

Wheeler will share reflections on the Water of Life. 

Come join in the rejuvenation of fellowship and 

taking the waters. Attendees from last year’s retreat 

came away refreshed, inspired and ready for life! 

Hope to see you there! Registration is Open! 

www.pswdcob.org/wow 

 

 

 
 

Fun Facts from the Pages of Our History 

 

When the Pomona congregation first began in 1907, 

the church members were described as having “a lot 

of faith and met their problems with trust in the 

Lord.” Sounds like an accurate description of our 

congregation still today! 

 

 

 

http://www.mhsretreats.com/amenities
http://www.mhsretreats.com/amenities


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PFCOB STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION 
Through February 2019 

 

2019 Annual Budget $217,946.00 

 
     Giving ’19 $14,093.00 

     Interest & Other Income ’19 $13,693.08 

Total Budget Income thru Feb. $27,786.08 
 

Total Budget Expense thru Feb. $(29,152.27) 

Plus Budget overage from 2018 $29,304.84 

Budget Balance thru February $27,938.65 
 

February Special Non-Budget Offerings 

  Capital Fund $125.00 
  IVHP Hunger $25.00 

  Women’s Fellowship Pennies $40.00 

 

 

The Pomona Fellowship Church of the Brethren seeks 

to glorify God and to promote Christian life and 

character through worship, instruction, evangelism, 

fellowship, and service to this community and to the 
world at large. 

The Banner is published by the 

Pomona Fellowship Church of the Brethren 

875 W. Orange Grove Ave., Pomona  CA   91768 

(909) 629-2548 

Office@MyPomonaChurch.org 

 

Services & Activities 

Sunday Worship Sunday, 9:15 a.m. 

Sunday School Sunday, 10:45 a.m. 

 

 

Rev. Lauren Seganos Cohen Pastor 

Janet Short Moderator 

Acia Jernigan Admin. Assistant 

 
The Banner is published once a month. Articles and announcements 

to appear in the next issue of the Banner are due in the church office 

by the 20th of each month. 

 

 

 

 
 

On the “Three Sides” podcast (ELCA, Sept. 6, 

2018), Wendy Davidson, a leader at the Kellogg 

Company, shares how her Christianity informs her 

work. Because her adult faith emerged from several 

denominational influences, she considers variety to 

be a strength, not only spiritually but throughout 

life. 

 

Davidson encourages her co-workers to bring their 

unique personalities and ideas to the table to create 

a metaphorical salad. “It doesn’t mean that the salad 

now becomes one homogenous blob; it is still 

distinctly the flavors of the salad ingredients,” she 

says. “But they’ve all found a way to come together 

to make something that much more flavorful than 

they could have been all on their own.” 

 

Viewing church and our communities this way could 

be transformative. What if we welcome different 

people, invite ideas and resist melding everything 

into one giant blob? Then we can savor each 

“ingredient” and the resulting gourmet dish. 

Delicious! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 
 

 

 

 



 
 

 



MARCH 2019 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     01 02 

       

03 04 05 06 07 08 09 

   
 
 
 
 
 
6:30 Stewards 
7:30 pm LTG 

8:00 am 
Breakfast @ 
Roberta’s 
9:00 am Knit 
Wits 
 
6:30 pm M & W 
7:30 pm Choir 

 
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm 
Birthday Dinner 

  

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
   8:00 am 

Breakfast @ 
Roberta’s 
 
7:00 pm Choir 

 
 
 
6:45 pm – Exec 
Comm 

  

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
 Pastor Lauren 

out of the office 
 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm LTG 

BANNER 
ARTICLES DUE 

8:00 am 
Breakfast @ 
Roberta’s 
 
7:30 p.m. Choir 

 
 
 
 
 
6:45 pm Church 
Board 

  

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
   

 
 
 
 
7:30 pm LTG 

8:00 am 
Breakfast @ 
Roberta’s 
 
7:30 p.m. Praise 
Team (No Choir) 

   

31       
 
11:00 - 
Deacons 

      

Sunday Schedule:  Worship 9:15 a.m., Sunday School 10:45 a.m. 
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