
 
 

We are a sharing, loving fellowship of Christian believers, rooted in biblical faith, that actively seeks and celebrates 

God. We desire to praise, love and serve with all our hearts in our faith community and to reach out to our neighbors, 

continuing the work of Jesus peacefully, simply, together. 

In God we find the source of all our joy. Hallelujah! 
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From our Pastor… 

 

On March 7, our congregation will gather for our annual All-Church Retreat at UrbanMission 

(810 South White Avenue, Pomona). I love that this congregation has a retreat designed for all members, 

rather than a retreat just for its board or leadership like some other congregations. That fact says a lot 

about the commitment and dedication of our congregation overall. 

 

We will spend the morning naming the theological and spiritual roots of our congregation, 

including our Brethren heritage, our congregation’s history, and our shared values as a faith community 

in this time and place. We as a congregation have already done the majority of this work in the years 

prior to my arrival as your pastor, so we will aim to remember and synthesize the good work that has 

already taken place. 

 

In the afternoon, we will transition from reflecting on ourselves to learning about others. Many 

of you expressed gratitude for the worship series we experienced in summer 2019: “Out of the Building 

& Out of the Box: Stories of Congregations Taking Faithful Risks.” A number of you have also expressed 

interest in hearing even more examples of congregations doing church in new and different ways. And 

so our afternoon will be spent asking the question: “Did you know that church could look like this?” I 

will share even more stories and examples of congregations doing exciting and innovative ministries 

(with and without buildings). 

 

I don’t want to give too much away but my goal for our retreat is for us to feel like we are 

experiencing forward momentum in our process of transition and discernment. When the retreat is over 

we will indeed have concrete next steps to take as a result of our time together on March 7. I hope you 

can join us! 

 

Yours in grace and peace, 

Pastor Lauren 
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…those limited or confined 

for health reasons: Cathy 

Banks, Faith Eikenberry, 

Marcheta Pletcher. 

 

We also uphold these members, friends and family 

members of our congregation who have prayer 

concerns: 

 

Judy Brooks 

Rochelle Lovelace 

 

Please be in prayer for the crisis in Nigeria, which 

saw the destruction of several churches and homes 

recently. 

 

 

 

 

Graham Lovelace’s email 

should be: 

grlovelace@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District Prayer Calendar – March 

 

Mar. 1 Circle of Peace Church of the Brethren 

 (Peoria, AZ) 

Mar. 8 Papago Buttes Church of the Brethren 

 (Scottsdale, AZ) 

Mar. 15 Nurturing and Credentialing Committee 

 which meets March 19-21 and the 

 candidates preparing for licensing and 

 ordination interviews 

Mar. 22 The work of the COB Ministry & Mission 

 Board and Staff (which includes Pastor 

 Lauren.) 

Mar. 29 For youth and children who are growing 

 in faith 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fun Facts from the Pages of Our History 

In 1980, the Fellowship congregation merged with 

the Pomona congregation to officially become the 

Pomona Fellowship Church of the Brethren. Pastor 

Dick Landrum started a month later! 

 

 

 

 

March Hosts, Ushers, etc. 

 
 Hosts: Jerry & Berkley Davis 

 Ushers: George & Jan Spicer 

 Offering: Bill Lemon 

 Hymn Leader: Phyllis Eller 

 

 

 

 

 
 

MARCH BIRTHDAYS 

  6) Paul Lovelace 

11) Diane Deal 

23) Mary Hines 

28) Laura Lovelace 

31) Don Overholser 

 

MARCH ANNIVERSARIES 

20) Richard & Linda Hart 1959 

 

 

 

 



 

FROM SERVICE AND OUTREACH 

Thank you for your continued response in our 

effort to support the local food bank. Our food 

emphasis for March is Canned Meat and 

Pasta. As always, staple items are always 

needed and welcome. 

 
Our giving emphasis for March is 

One Great Hour of Sharing. 

 

One Great Hour of Sharing - We are invited to join 

the wider church in celebrating the One Great Hour 

of Sharing during the month of March. Funds 

donated to this outreach program will go for such 

projects as providing clean water, teaching more 

holistic aid to farmers, or providing aid to areas of 

devastation, whether caused by nature or humans. 

The designated Sunday for this celebration is March 

15, so offering envelopes will be available on March 

8 and 15. Thank you for caring and sharing. We may 

never know how our offerings are being used, or 

what effect they may have, but we have faith that 

“God can do so much more that we can even 

imagine.” 

 

Service and Outreach Corner 

You may have noticed the yellow flyers in a clear 

plastic case by the Miller doors and several other 

places outside the church.. These are Assistance 

Flyers which have information to help our neighbors 

who may need help with food, housing, or other 

matters. Being outside means that they are available 

24 hours, even when no one is at the church. 

 

Thank you for your donations to the Christmas Card 

Tree fund. Pastor Lauren was able to put together 

several emergency packets for those who come by 

the church during regular hours seeking help, as well 

as providing the information in the Assistance 

Folders to help them find the services they need to 

move forward in their life. 

 

Announcements from the Inland Valley Hope 

Partners include: 

● 24th annual golf classic on Thursday, May 

14, at the Sierra Lakes Golf Club in Fontana.  

Other activities include a meal and an 

auction. 

● A Luncheon for volunteers on Friday, April 

24, from 11:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at the First 

Christian Church, 1751 North Park Avenue, 

Pomona. 

● A call for hygiene products to be given to 

the homeless. 

● A new program that gives extra food 

assistance to seniors once a month. 

● If you use Amazon Prime, how to donate to 

IVHP. 

More information on these activities, including 

registration dates, are in the newsletter in the hall. 

 

This is also a year for anniversaries! 

● Heifer International has been recognized by 

the United Nations for 70 years of family 

farming to reduce poverty and improve 

global food security. 

● Bethany Theological Seminary just finished 

celebrating 25 years on their “new” campus 

in Richmond, IN. They were recently 

recognized as one of the seminaries that are 

making a difference in the lives of others. 

● Our sister Mennonite denomination is 

celebrating 100 years of activities of the 

Mennonite Central Committee’s (MCC) 

work in “relief, development, and peace in 

the name of Christ.” Their yearly Festival 

and Sale will be May 1 & 2 at the Pacific 

Christian Center Gymnasium, 800 W. 

Arrow Highway, Upland. (And they still 

auction homemade quilts!) 

Additional information is available on the bulletin 

board at church. 

 

And right at home, thank you for continuing to fill 

up the little yellow wagon. This is a very visible and 

tangible way we continue to help our neighbors. 

 

 



 

“Pray with the Pastor” Schedule - This Lenten 

season, Pastor Lauren would like to meet with as 

many members as possible to pray about the future 

of our congregation. Each Wednesday from 6-6:30 

p.m., Pastor Lauren will meet with small groups of 

2-4 members for this time of prayer. Sign up for a 

time either on the sign-in sheet or by calling the 

church office. In addition to your own personal 

prayers for our future, we hope you will take 

advantage of this time for intentional prayer and 

discernment this season. 

 

 

 
 

Our Birthday Dinner on March 26 will have an 

exciting speaker: Katie Hart, telling us of  her 

adventures in Nepal. As always, we will have a good 

dinner and the best of company, so make plans to 

join us at 6:00 p.m. as we celebrate all of our 

birthdays together! 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

APR 9 Love Feast, 6:00 p.m. 

  11 Stewards' Work Day, 9 a.m. 

MAY 3 Cong. Business Mtg, 10:30 a.m. 

  17 Spring Choir Program 

  31 Pentecost Celebration 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PFCOB STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION 

Through January 2020 

 

2020 Annual Budget $222,576.00 

 

     Giving ’20 $7,763.25 

     Interest & Other Income ’20 $6,760258 

Total Budget Income thru Jan. $14,523.50 

 

Total Budget Expense thru Jan. $(17,724.38) 

Plus Budget overage from 2019 $107.55 

Budget Balance thru Jan. ($3,093.33) 

 

Jan. Special Non-Budget Offerings 

  Capital Fund $185.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Banner is published by the 

Pomona Fellowship Church of the Brethren 

875 W. Orange Grove Ave., Pomona  CA   91768 

(909) 629-2548 

Email: Office@MyPomonaChurch.org 

Website: MyPomonaChurch.org 

 

Services & Activities 

Sunday Worship Sunday, 9:15 a.m. 

Adult Sunday School Sunday, 10:45 a.m. 

 

 

Rev. Lauren Seganos Cohen Pastor 

Janet Short Moderator 

Acia Jernigan Admin. Assistant 

 
The Banner is published once a month. Articles and announcements 

to appear in the next issue of the Banner are due in the church office  

by the 20th of each month. 
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MARCH 2020 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 
   

 
 
 
 
7:30 pm Bible 
Study 

8:00 am 
Breakfast @ 
Roberta’s 
 
9:00 am Knit 
Wits 
 
7:30 pm Choir 

  

 
 
9:00 am All-
Church Retreat 

08 09 10 11 12 13 14 

   
 
6:30 pm 
Stewards 
 
7:30 pm Bible 
Study 

8:00 am 
Breakfast @ 
Roberta’s 
 
4:30 pm S&O 
 
7:30 pm Choir 

 
 
 
11:00 am 
M&W 

Pastor Lauren 
away at 

Missions& 
Ministry Board 

Pastor Lauren 
away at 

Missions& 
Ministry Board 

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
Pastor Lauren 

away at 
Missions& 

Ministry Board 

Pastor Lauren 
away at 

Missions& 
Ministry Board 

 
 
 
 
7:30 pm Bible 
Study 

8:00 am 
Breakfast @ 
Roberta’s 
 
 
7:30 pm Choir 

 
 
 
 
6:45 pm Church 
Board 

 
BANNER 

ARTICLES DUE 
 

 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
 
 
 
11:00 am 
Deacons 

  
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm Bible 
Study 

8:00 am 
Breakfast @ 
Roberta’s 
 
 
7:30 pm Choir 

 
 
 
 
6:00 pm 
Birthday Dinner 

  

29 30 31     
 

Worship Field 
Trip 

 
No Worship 

Here 

  
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm Bible 
Study 

    

Sunday Schedule:  Worship 9:15 a.m., Sunday School 10:45 a.m. 
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