
 
 

We are a sharing, loving fellowship of Christian believers, rooted in biblical faith, that actively seeks and celebrates 

God. We desire to praise, love and serve with all our hearts in our faith community and to reach out to our neighbors, 

continuing the work of Jesus peacefully, simply, together. 

In God we find the source of all our joy. Hallelujah! 
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From Pastor Ron… 

From 1918 to 2020-? 

 

While I was attending Elizabethtown College (PA) sometime in the last millennium, I visited the 

cemetery of nearby West Green Tree Church of the Brethren looking for tombstones of relatives. As I 

was looking, I discovered many stones with the names of children and young adults in the years 1918-

19. I wondered what had happened during that time period. I had studied about the first World War, 

but U.S. infants were not involved in that. 

 

Doing some research, I ascertained that many of the infants and young adults probably died as a 

result of the pandemic of 1918-19, called the “Spanish Flu” by some, although the origin of the virus is 

under dispute. “The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention states there is no universal consensus as 

to the origins of the virus, though experts have theorized about origins as disparate as China, France, the 

United States and United Kingdom.” (Matthew Brown in “USA Today”: March 23, 2020). Apparently, 

back then, what an illness is named was influenced by political considerations. 

 

When I was pastor at the Charlottesville (VA) Church of the Brethren, I met the daughter of the 

lone undertaker in Greene County during the 1918-19 pandemic. She reported that her father collected 

bodies of the deceased on a horse-drawn wagon. Most families were not able to pay for undertaker 

services, but her father provided them anyway. 

 

I thought about 1918-19 as I heard of bodies being stored in refrigerated trucks last year. I 

wondered how much we modern folks had actually advanced in 100 years. The 1918-19 pandemic 

claimed 675,000 lives in the U.S. COVID-19 has claimed 610,000 in the U.S. so far. The U.S. federal 

government downplayed the severity of the illness in 1918-19, fearing that telling the truth would lower 

fervor for World War I. Inconsistent and inaccurate messaging from both governmental sources and 

social media has plagued the response to COVID-19. 

 

Whether or not we have advanced much in dealing with pandemics, the task of Christ followers 

is to continue to love God and love our neighbors as ourselves. Sacrificial love serving God and others 

is always needed no matter the time period or situation. For the sake of your families, you may want to 

write down some remembrances of this time, so when your grandchildren and great-grandchildren ask, 

“What was life like for you during the pandemic?,” you will have some answers. 

 

Pastor Ron Faus 

The Banner  

  

https://www.cdc.gov/flu/pandemic-resources/1918-commemoration/1918-pandemic-history.htm


 

…those limited or confined 

for health reasons: Cathy 

Banks, Faith Eikenberry, 

Marcheta Pletcher. 

 

We also uphold these 

members, friends and family members of our 

congregation who have prayer concerns: 

 

Judy Brooks 

Phyllis Eller 

Bill Lemon 

Rochelle Lovelace 

 

 

 
We are so happy to announce: 

Proud parents, Pastor Lauren and Jason, 

welcomed Leo Thomas Cohen into their family on 

Thursday, July 15, early in the morning. He 

weighed in at 8 pounds, 9 ounces., and was 21 

inches long. The whole family is doing very well. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District Prayer Calendar – August 

 

Aug. 1 Live Oak Church of the Brethren 

Aug. 8 Modesto Church of the Brethren 

Aug. 15 Nueva Visión la Hermosa 

 (Waterford church plant) 

Aug. 22 Papago Buttes Church of the Brethren 

 (Scottsdale, AZ) 

Aug. 29  Pasadena Church of the Brethren 

 

 

August Worship Schedule 

As a reminder that we are rotating between in-person 

and Zoom worship, here is the schedule for 

upcoming worships: (1st & 3rd in person, 2nd, 4th, 

& 5th over Zoom) 

August 1, in-person at St. Paul’s 

August 8, ZOOM worship, guest speaker Tom 

Hostetler 

August 15, in-person at St. Paul’s 

August 22, ZOOM worship 

August 29, ZOOM worship 

If you have any questions, please call Acia in the 

office. 

 

 
 

August Meetings 

Music & Worship, Monday, August 16, 11:00 a.m. 

over Zoom 

Service & Outreach, Tuesday, August 17, 11:00 

a.m., in-person at the church office 

Church Board, Thursday, August 19, 6:30 p.m. over 

Zoom 

 

Banner articles are due on August 20 

 



 

 

 
BIRTHDAYS 

  3) Gary Deal 

12) Marcheta Pletcher 

15) Brittany Herndon 

23) Twila Pruitt 

28) Chai Zoe Uranga 

30) Hannah Mundy 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

  5) John & Janet Short  2012 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Banner is published by the 

Pomona Fellowship Church of the Brethren 

Office address: 363 S. Park Avenue, Suite #202 

Pomona, CA 91766 

(909) 629-2548 

Email: Office@MyPomonaChurch.org 

Website: MyPomonaChurch.org 

 

Services & Activities 

Sunday Worship over ZOOM Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 

Bible Study over Google Meet Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 

 

Rev. Lauren Seganos Cohen Pastor 

Janet Short Moderator 

Acia Jernigan Admin. Assistant 

 
The Banner is published once a month. Articles and announcements 

to appear in the next issue of the Banner are due in the church office  

by the 20th of each month. 

 

 

 

PFCOB STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION 

Through June 2021 

 

2021 Annual Budget $220,891.00 

 

     Giving ’21 $47,921.71 

     Interest & Other Income ’21 $22,917.71 

Total Budget Income thru June $70,839.492 

 

Total Budget Expense thru June $(87,496.31) 

Plus Budget overage from 2020 $4,224.32 

Budget Balance thru June $(12,432.57) 

 

June Special Non-Budget Offerings 

  Capital Fund $95.00 

  COB Pentecost Offering $25.00 

  Inland Valley Hope Partners Beta $165.00 
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