
 
 

We are a sharing, loving fellowship of Christian believers, rooted in biblical faith, that actively seeks and celebrates 

God. We desire to praise, love and serve with all our hearts in our faith community and to reach out to our neighbors, 

continuing the work of Jesus peacefully, simply, together. 

In God we find the source of all our joy. Hallelujah! 
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From our Pastor… 
 

Over the last few months, our church Mission Team (Peggy Redman, Laura Lovelace, Janet Short, and 

myself) have met to discuss our fall 2019 Listening Conversations and our spring All-Church Retreat. The Mission 

Team also planned and led Zoom discussions of two books that many of our church members read. The books were 

We Will Feast: Rethinking Dinner, Worship, and the Community of God by Kendall Vanderslice and Do Something Else: 

The Road Ahead for the Mainline Church by Nate Phillips. Many of our recent discernment activities have focused on 

the fact that we as a church are not called to simply try a new program or worship style, but that what is required of 

us is something bigger: reimagining church altogether.  

 

There is a real desire amongst our members to not try the same things we’ve tried before, while at the same 

time also not to try to come up with some brand-new idea and build it from the ground up. Many of you have 

expressed a desire to partner with a group or groups in the community, in line with the prophet Jeremiah’s call to 

“seek the peace and welfare of the city” (Jeremiah 29:7), and to demonstrate the love of Jesus not just in our 

words but in our actions. With these insights in mind, the Mission Team has developed a plan for the summer of 

2020. 

 

Through our conversations over the last year and a half, the four community organizations that our 

members have expressed the most interest in are: Crossroads (for formerly incarcerated women), House of Ruth 

(for domestic violence survivors), IVHP (for housing and food insecurity), and Hope for Home (for homelessness). 

Our Mission Team has been tasked with forming small teams of 2 or 3 to having exploratory conversations with 

each of these organizations, expressing our desire to think differently about church and community partnerships in 

the future. 

 

The Mission Team’s goal is to have 1 or 2 proposals for community partnerships by the end of the summer, 

to discuss and vote on a direction to pursue. There may be possibilities for partnering that must wait until the 

pandemic is passed, but there also may be potential for new ministries even in the midst of COVID-19. 

 

As your pastor, I am grateful for your love of our congregation and your commitment to exploring new 

ways of being the church, even in the midst of an unexpected pandemic. Thank you. 

 

Yours in grace and peace, 

Pastor Lauren 
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…those limited or confined 

for health reasons: Cathy 

Banks, Faith Eikenberry, 

Marcheta Pletcher. 
 

We also uphold these members, friends and family 

members of our congregation who have prayer 

concerns: 

 

Judy Brooks 

Rochelle Lovelace 

 

 

District Prayer Calendar – July 

 

July 5 Glendora Church of the Brethren 

July 12 Cristiana Elohim Iglesia de los Hermanos 

 (Las Vegas, NV) 

July 19 Cristo Sion Iglesia de los Hermanos 

 (Pomona) 

July 26 La Verne Church of the Brethren 

 

 

 

 

 
JULY BIRTHDAYS 

  2) Guila Ladwig 

  3) Jamie Herndon 

  4) Candace Cook 

  5) Gary Shappard 

  7) Ryan Deal 

  9) Rob McKellip 

22) Kelley Ladwig 

23) Linda Hart 

 

JULY ANNIVERSARIES 

21) Jerry & Berkley Davis 1951 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Upcoming Book Discussion 

Over the last few weeks, I have spoken with several 

of our members about the desire to engage in 

conversations and work around anti-racism, in light 

of recent protests and calls for racial justice. There 

is much that we can do in this regard, and a place 

I’d love to begin is with a book discussion. The 

book is Trouble I’ve Seen: Changing the Way the 

Church Views Racism by Drew G. I. Hart. Drew 

Hart is a professor at Messiah College in 

Pennsylvania and he is also a member of the 

Harrisburg (PA) First Church of the Brethren. He is 

a frequent speaker in Brethren circles about issues 

of racism and the Church. I believe this book will 

provide fodder for rich conversation and will be a 

good place for us to start. We have ordered 6 copies 

of the book and we will meet over Zoom to discuss 

a chapter each week, starting Monday, July 6, at 4 

p.m. You may purchase your own copy of the book, 

or you may request one of the church’s copies. If 

we need to order more, we will do so. Please 

contact me with any questions! —Pastor Lauren 

 

 
 

 

 



 

COVID-19 Response 

 

As most of you know, the Executive Committee 

made the decision to close the church building in 

March and we have been holding worship and 

meetings over Zoom ever since. We are getting 

creative about planning other events using this 

platform as well.   

 

The Executive Committee continues to monitor the 

situation and health guidelines provided by the 

county, state, and CDC. Although churches have 

been allowed to open with some strict guidelines, 

and some have, it is our decision that we will 

continue to exercise caution and operate over 

Zoom for the foreseeable future. There are many 

factors to consider including the age and 

vulnerability of many in our congregation as well 

as the rising number of cases of COVID-19 that are 

being reported as our states opens up. 

 

As many of our members are Hillcrest residents, 

we have decided that we will, at this time, follow 

Hillcrest’s recommendations regarding in-person 

gatherings. Pastor Lauren is exploring with 

Hillcrest what guidelines they are following so that 

we can make the best decisions possible regarding 

protecting the health and safety of our 

congregation. 

 

All in-person gatherings, even socially distanced 

ones, continue to be suspended until further notice. 

Any change in this will be announced in advance 

by the Executive Committee. If you have questions 

or concerns, please speak with Janet Short, Pastor 

Lauren, or any member of the Executive 

Committee. 

 

We miss you and stay safe. 

 

Blessings, 

Janet Short and 

The Executive Committee 

 

Future Zoom Meetings 

Stewards: Thursday, July 2, 6:00 p.m. 

Service & Outreach: Wednesday, July 8, 4:00 

p.m. 

Music & Worship: Thursday, July 9, 11:00 a.m. 

Church Board: Thursday, July 9, 4:00 p.m. 

 

 

 Property Sale Update 

 

Here at Pomona Fellowship we do not see much 

happening regarding the sale. However the process 

is moving along as fast as Crestwood Communities 

can move it under the current pandemic lockdown 

conditions. 

 

There has been a slowdown from Crestwood’s 

original estimates as to how long it would take to 

get city approval to begin construction. Crestwood 

has had to learn how to do business with many of 

the essential city contact people working from 

home and having online meetings. They have 

formalized their submittal to the City of Pomona 

for a 33-unit project of single family homes. Their 

original plan had 34 homes with several of them 

having driveways opening directly onto Orange 

Grove Avenue. City planners did not like that plan. 

The most recent plan has only one home opening 

onto Orange Grove. The others all have access 

from a looping entry drive.. You can see this entry 

drive on the attached site plan, They feel that they 

have given the city a project that they can easily 

support and one that the neighborhood will 

welcome. 

 

Their updated schedule expects City reviews in 

August and October and a planning commission 

approval in December and a City Council approval 

in mid-January, 2021. The Escrow will close no 

later than 30 days after final approval by the City. 

We will have 90 days after that to move. 

 

Jerry Davis 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

Happenings in place of 

Annual Conference 2020 

 

The 2020 Annual Conference has been canceled, 

but that doesn't mean that there won't be 

opportunities for Brethren to gather online for 

worship and a concert during the week that we 

would have been in Grand Rapids. Mark your 

calendar and consider joining in on these 

opportunities: 

 

Children's Worship - Wednesday, July 1, 4:30 pm 

Pacific 

COB Worship Gathering - Wednesday, July 1, 

5:00 p.m. Pacific 

COB Online Concert - Thursday, July 2, 5:00 

p.m. Pacific 

Read more by clicking this link, or visit the Annual 

Conference website. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Reaching out in this time of pandemic 

In June, many from our congregation participated 

in a series of prayer and letter-writing services, to 

pray for and encourage our local essential workers. 

We prayed for hospital staff, mental health staff, 

teachers, food pantry workers, grocery store & 

farmers market workers, Hillcrest staff, police, and 

City of Pomona employees and wrote these 

essential workers letters of support and 

encouragement. We have since received a few 

“thank you” notes from some of the recipients who 

have been grateful for our show of support. 

 

 

Good Evening Pastor Lauren,  

 

Before the day’s end, I wanted to thank you and the 

very kind congregation at the Pomona Fellowship 

Church of the Brethren for holding me and my 

fellow Pomona colleagues in your prayers. I count 

myself as truly lucky especially during these very 

hard economic and stressful times. Nonetheless, I 

cannot help but feel my heart warmed and almost 

like warm blanket around me when I peeked at the 

letters. I passed most of them personally to either 

the Directors or their assistants (we are not all 

here at the same times) and they were so delighted 

and truly grateful to be held in such esteem by the 

community we serve. 

 

Your thoughtfulness has meant the world to me and 

I want to acknowledge you for being a leader who 

stands for people’s well-being and who believes in 

taking action. 

  

All the best to you and to yours during these times. 

I too hope that you can find the time and peace for 

self-care and that you also feel supported in your 

missions every day. Thank you once more for 

making my day J.  

  

Respectfully,  

Jocelyn Rios-Ewing 

https://t.e2ma.net/click/rkxv6f/npaqt/bo9uf3
https://t.e2ma.net/click/rkxv6f/npaqt/rgavf3
https://t.e2ma.net/click/rkxv6f/npaqt/rgavf3


Sr. Assistant & Social Media  

City of Pomona 

 

 

 

 



 
 



 
 

 



 
 



 

 

 

 

 

 

PFCOB STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION 
Through May 2020 

 
2020 Annual Budget $222,576.00 

 
     Giving ’20 $41,434.25 

     Interest & Other Income ’20 $35,917.42 
Total Budget Income thru May $77,351.64 

 
Total Budget Expense thru May $(81,708.57) 

Plus Budget overage from 2019 $107.55 
Budget Balance thru May ($4,249.35) 

 

May Special Non-Budget Offerings 

  Capital Fund $60.00 

  Women’s Fellowship Pennies $110.00 
  Inland Valley Hope Partners Beta $150.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Banner is published by the 

Pomona Fellowship Church of the Brethren 

875 W. Orange Grove Ave., Pomona,  CA   91768 

(909) 629-2548 

Email: Office@MyPomonaChurch.org 

Website: MyPomonaChurch.org 

 

Services & Activities 

Sunday Worship over ZOOM Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 

Bible Study over Google Meet Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 

 

Rev. Lauren Seganos Cohen Pastor 

Janet Short Moderator 

Acia Jernigan Admin. Assistant 

 
The Banner is published once a month. Articles and announcements 

to appear in the next issue of the Banner are due in the church office  

by the 20th of each month. 
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