
 
 

We are a sharing, loving fellowship of Christian believers, rooted in biblical faith, that actively seeks and celebrates 

God. We desire to praise, love and serve with all our hearts in our faith community and to reach out to our neighbors, 

continuing the work of Jesus peacefully, simply, together. 

In God we find the source of all our joy. Hallelujah! 
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From our Pastor… 

By the time this November newsletter comes out, I will have already led a retreat for residents of Hillcrest on the 

topic of prayer. (Perhaps some of you were there!) It was an honor to be asked to lead this retreat and to 

introduce or re-introduce various methods and approaches to prayer. 

 

Prayer can be a tricky thing. Jesus taught his disciples to pray using the words that we now call The Lord’s Prayer. 

The writer of the letter to the Ephesians wrote, “Pray in the Spirit at all times in every prayer and supplication” 

(6:18). The Hebrew Bible is filled with examples of our faith matriarchs and patriarchs walking and talking with 

God: Abram, Hannah, David, the prophets. 

 

But today many of us might have a complicated relationship with prayer. We might pray for loved ones or for 

ourselves during challenging circumstances: before a surgery, when someone dies, during an illness. But why does 

it seem like God answers some prayers and leaves others unanswered? Do some people pray harder than others? 

Does God play favorites? Is God even listening? 

 

Personally God and I have been wrestling with the idea of prayer lately, especially because a circumstance with 

a loved one that I have been praying for has turned out to have a very sad result. Why did this happen? Was 

God not listening? Were my prayers for God to intervene in this situation all for naught? Or were my prayers 

actually accomplishing something else? 

 

My mother has a group of high school girlfriends that she sees pretty regularly. Every summer they get together 

for a “Girls Weekend” where they go to a cabin and spend the weekend eating marshmallows and boating on 

the local lake. This year she told me that she and her friends got in the lake to swim and suddenly one of them 

had an idea. Instead of wearing the boat’s life jackets the proper way (like a jacket), what if they turned them 

upside down and stuck their legs through the arm holes, wearing the vests like diapers? Then they could simply 

sit in the water and bob along like ducks! They all got a kick out of this silly way of using the life jackets. 

 

I wonder if this is what prayer is like, when we pray for one another. When we remember each other’s stories 

and circumstances in prayer, it helps keep us afloat. When you know someone is praying for you, doesn’t it feel 

a bit like this, like you’re being slightly lifted and supported in the waters of your life? 

 

Prayer is still a mystery to me, if I’m honest. God and I are still working through it together. But I do receive some 

comfort in the fact that even when I don’t understand how it all works, I trust that my prayers for my loved 

ones, my congregation, my enemies, and the world around me, somehow helps to keep us all afloat. Perhaps 

this will give you some comfort too. 

 

With you in grace and peace (and in prayer), 

Pastor Lauren 

Banner 

 

  



 

…those limited or confined 

for health reasons: Cathy 

Banks, Faith Eikenberry, 

Marcheta Pletcher. 

 

We also uphold these members, friends and family 

members of our congregation who have prayer 

concerns: 

 

Judy Brooks 

Leila Brown’s family 

Larry Deal’s family 

Phyllis Eller 

Rochelle Lovelace 

 

 

 

 

November Host, Ushers, etc. 

 
 Host: Wanda Lacy 

 Ushers: Richard & Linda Hart 

 Offering: Bill Lemon 

 Hymn Leader: Linda Lovelace 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fun Facts from the Pages of Our History 

 

Ida Studebaker (later Ida Howell), a member of our 

congregation, was the first woman elected to the 

Church of the Brethren’s Standing Committee in 

1960! 

 

 

 

35th Annual Alternative Gift Faire 
November 3 

10:30 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 

Fellowship Hall, La Verne COB 

2425 E Street, La Verne 
Imagine live music, home baked goodies, 

handcrafted gifts and a taco salad lunch. 

Shopping and dining at the Alternative Gift Faire 

– what a wonderful atmosphere for holiday 

shopping. Mark your calendars! The Alternative 

Gift Faire offers a rare opportunity to purchase 

unique and thoughtful gifts for family and friends 

while helping those struggling to survive. 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

DEC 1 Listening Conversations 

  8 Nativity Play/Chili Dinner, 3:30 p.m. 

  15 Choir Christmas Program, 9:15 a.m. 

    
followed by Family Christmas 
Celebration 

  24 Christmas Eve Svc, 4:00 p.m. 

  28 Leila Brown Memorial, 11:00 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

Larry Deal 
1940 - 2019 

Although, literally, he was born in the Pomona Valley Hospital on March 30, 1940, Larry Deal was born in this 

church. His Grandpa Brubaker had been the pastor years before, his parents were strong young leaders in the 

congregation, and his big sister was already in the nursery. This was his church his entire life. 

 

Born to Jerry and Edna Deal, following the birth of Peggy less than two years earlier, Larry was a part of the 

Pomona church for seventy-nine and a half years. Sunday school, Boy Scouts, youth group, choir, youth advisor, 

church board, deacons, tellers, usher, volunteer where needed… Larry was always involved. 

 

He attended Lincoln, Emerson, and Pomona High schools, before heading to La Verne College. He earned the 

distinction of Red Devil of the Year at PHS, denoting the most outstanding football player, and followed that with 

four years of standout gridiron work at La Verne. The team he captained his senior year set the best winning 

record of any LVC football team to that point. Larry left La Verne with a BA, a teaching credential, and a partner 

for life. 

 

Having been classmates at PHS, Larry and Diane Bryant were good friends during college days. The summer 

before their senior year, it became more than that, and they were married two months after graduation in the 

sanctuary of this church. That was over fifty-seven years ago. 

 

Larry taught for the Pomona Schools, and transferred to Ganesha High School, where he coached football and 

quickly moved into counseling. That was his calling, and he guided kids for the next thirty years. 

 

Larry and Diane were blessed with two children, Laura and Gary, and those two gave him much joy, 

entertainment, and togetherness, both as kids and as adults. He enjoyed their many activities and achievements. 

They enlarged his family by bringing in Todd and Leslie, both of whom fit right in. Eventually, he even had the 

experience of being a grandpa. His love for and delight in Ryan and Casey was obvious to anyone who saw them 

together. Additionally, Peggy’s kids, Jerry, Larry, and Donna, held a special place in Larry’s heart, and their 

families, too, were all a part of Uncle Larry’s world. Family, from his own to his twenty-eight first cousins, was 

an important part of Larry’s life, and that extended to his church family, many of whom he loved as well. 

 

His friends were many, and, as he was a steadfast and loyal friend to those from high school, college, work, and 

church, they knew they could depend on him in matters large and small. He was held in affection by all those 

who knew him. 

 

Larry left this life suddenly on September 12, 2019, without pain. He breathed, and then he didn’t. God blessed 

him, and He blessed all of us by allowing us to have Larry Deal in our lives. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

  3) Yvonne Belcher 

  6) Lauren Cohen 

  9) Crystal Cook 

17) Richard Hart 

20) John Short 

21) Bruce Hemsworth 

28) Heather Brasil 

 Judy Lotton 

 

NOVEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

  2) George & Jan Spicer 1968 

  5) Bruce & Bobbi Hemsworth 1981 

13) Don & Sharon Overholser 2004 

25) Frank & Shirley Ness 1985 

 

 

 

District Prayer Calendar – November 

 

Nov. 3 District Conference which meets 

 November 8-10 in Scottsdale, AZ 

Nov. 10 For those called into leadership for PSWD 

 in 2020 

Nov. 17 Glendora Church of the Brethren 

Nov. 24 Make gratitude and thanksgiving a vital 

 part of your Christian living 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM SERVICE AND OUTREACH 

Thank you for your continued response in our 

effort to support the local food bank. Our food 

emphasis for November is Food for the 

Feast. As always, staple items are always 

needed and welcome. 

 
 

Our giving emphasis for November is 

Inland Valley Hope Partners. 

 

From Service & Outreach 

 

Thanksgiving is just around the corner! While many 

of us are comforted by memories of turkey, stuffing, 

cranberries and apple pie at family gatherings, and 

look forward to these traditions each year, some 

families are not so fortunate. Families and 

individuals who struggle to make ends meet year 

round often experience their suffering compounded 

when society around them idealizes full tables and 

stuffed bellies during the holidays. That’s why this 

month our food and giving emphases aim to make 

this time easier for these folks. Our food emphasis 

for the Beta Center is Thanksgiving items and our 

giving emphasis is Inland Valley Hope Partners, an 

invaluable community resource for many of our 

neighbors during this time of the year. Thank you 

for your generosity! 

 

 

 
 

News from the University of La Verne 

The new Ludwick Center for Spirituality, Cultural 

Understanding, and Community Engagement at 

the University of La Verne will be dedicated on 

Thursday, November 14 at 3:30 p.m. You 

can register for the event here. 

 

 

https://securelb.imodules.com/s/1636/17/page.aspx?sid=1636&gid=1&pgid=2426&cid=4654


 

 

 

News from the Church at Large 
 

Brothers and Sisters, 

We want to express our gratitude to all who 

participated in the Compelling Vision conversations 

at Annual Conference for your prayerful and 

thoughtful engagement. The conversations were 

deep and rich. What a sacred honor and blessing it 

has been to read through the data generated by those 

conversations and in doing so to be given a glimpse 

into the hearts, minds, and souls of our brothers and 

sisters across the denomination. While differences 

remain, it is clear we all share an abiding love for 

Jesus Christ and the Church and a genuine desire to 

live as faithful and passionate disciples in a 

turbulent world. 

A report on the data from the Compelling Vision 

conversations which took place at Annual 

Conference is now available at 

www.brethren.org/compellingvision. If you have 

questions or comments, please feel free to reach out 

to us at cvpt2018@gmail.com. 

In the weeks following Annual Conference, the 

Compelling Vision Working Group and the 

Compelling Vision Process Team joined into the 

Compelling Vision Team. As this united team 

continues its work to articulate the emerging and 

compelling vision, we invite you to join us in a 

season of prayer, that the Holy Spirit might continue 

to move in our midst as the body of Christ known as 

the Church of the Brethren, for the glory of God and 

our neighbor’s good. 

In Gratitude and Hope, 

Rhonda Pittman Gingrich 

Compelling Vision Team 

 

 

PFCOB STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION 

Through September 2019 

 

2019 Annual Budget $217,946.00 

 

     Giving ’19 $74,362.00 

     Interest & Other Income ’19 $70,968.50 

Total Budget Income thru Sept. $145,330.50 

 

Total Budget Expense thru Sept. $(166,270.18) 

Plus Budget overage from 2018 $29,304.84 

Budget Balance thru Sept. $8,365.16 

 

Sept. Special Non-Budget Offerings 

  Capital Fund $435.00 

  IVHP Hunger $25.00 

  Women’s Fellowship Pennies $40.00 

  COB Missions Offering $210.00 

  Leila Brown Memorial $25.00 

 

 

 

 

 

The Banner is published by the 

Pomona Fellowship Church of the Brethren 

875 W. Orange Grove Ave., Pomona  CA   91768 

(909) 629-2548 

Email: Office@MyPomonaChurch.org 

Website: MyPomonaChurch.org 

 

Services & Activities 

Sunday Worship Sunday, 9:15 a.m. 

Adult Sunday School Sunday, 10:45 a.m. 

 

 

Rev. Lauren Seganos Cohen Pastor 

Janet Short Moderator 

Acia Jernigan Admin. Assistant 

 
The Banner is published once a month. Articles and announcements 

to appear in the next issue of the Banner are due in the church office  

by the 20th of each month. 
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NOVEMBER 2019 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

     01 02 

      

 

03 04 05 06 07 08 09 

10:30 am 

Cong. Business 
Meeting & 
Potluck 

  

 
 
6:30 pm 
Stewards 
 
7:30 pm LTG 

8:00 am 

Breakfast @ 
Roberta’s 
9:00 am Knit 
Wits 
 
7:30 pm Choir 

   

10 11 12 13 14 15 16 
   

 
 
 
 
7:30 pm LTG 

8:00 am 
Breakfast @ 
Roberta’s 
 
6:30 pm M & W 
7:30 pm Choir 

1:30 pm Knit 
Wits Tea 
 
 
6:45 pm Exec 
Comm 

  
11:00 am Larry 
Deal Memorial 

17 18 19 20 21 22 23 
 
 
10:30 am 
Listening 
Conversation 

  
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm LTG 

BANNER 
ARTICLES DUE 

8:00 am 
Breakfast @ 
Roberta’s 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

   

24 25 26 27 28 29 30 
 
 
9:15 am Love 
Feast 

  
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm LTG 

8:00 am 
Breakfast @ 
Roberta’s 
 

 
OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

Sunday Schedule:  Worship 9:15 a.m., Sunday School 10:45 a.m. 
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