
 
 

We are a sharing, loving fellowship of Christian believers, rooted in biblical faith, that actively seeks and celebrates 

God. We desire to praise, love and serve with all our hearts in our faith community and to reach out to our neighbors, 

continuing the work of Jesus peacefully, simply, together. 

In God we find the source of all our joy. Hallelujah! 
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From our Pastor… 

 

In his book, Epidemics and Society: From the Black Death to the Present, Frank M. Snowden discusses the 

relationship between mass disease and societal change. According to Google Reviews, “This sweeping exploration 

of the impact of epidemic diseases looks at how mass infectious outbreaks have shaped society, from the Black 

Death to today. In a clear and accessible style, Frank M. Snowden reveals the ways that diseases have not only 

influenced medical science and public health, but also transformed the arts, religion, intellectual history, and 

warfare.” 

Sounds fascinating, right? I admit I haven’t read this book yet, but I am certainly intrigued, especially when 

you consider that this book was published in October 2019, just a few months before the world would be brought 

to its knees by COVID-19. 

In the book, Snowden apparently brings up the practice of quarantining during mass infectious outbreaks, 

a practice that has existed since the Black Plague. “The word ‘quarantine’ comes from the Italian quaranta, 

meaning ‘forty,’” he writes. “The period of forty days was chosen to quarantine not for medical reasons but for 

scriptural ones.” 

As Christians we are very familiar with the spiritual power of the number forty. In the Bible we read story 

after story of a forty day, week, or years-long sojourn, retreat, or experience. In the Hebrew Bible, it rains for 

forty days and forty nights while Noah and his family took refuge in the ark (Genesis 7:12). Moses spent forty 

days and forty nights on Mount Sinai, receiving the 10 commandments (Exodus 24:18). The Israelites wandered 

in the desert for 40 years (Deuteronomy 8:2-5). In the New Testament, Jesus was tempted in the desert for forty 

days and forty nights (Matthew 4:2). There were 40 days between Jesus’ resurrection and his ascension to heaven 

(Acts 1:3). 

Today, our society-wide (and world-wide) quarantine period will last longer than 40 days. By May 1, we 

in LA County have been quarantining ourselves at home for 43 days, with no real sense of how much longer this 

may last. But perhaps we can learn from Snowden’s observation of the origin of the practice of quarantine. 

Perhaps this time can be used not just for medical and safety purposes, but also for spiritual ones. 

What might God be teaching you during this time? How might God be challenging you, or demonstrating 

love to you? How might God be encouraging the church during this time? 

I pray that while our lives have these temporarily limits and boundaries, we might find opportunities to 

better understand the limitless power and boundary-free love of God through Jesus Christ. 

 

With you (from home), 

Pastor Lauren 

 

P.S. To read or listen to a radio interview with Snowden by WBUR in Boston, click here: 

https://www.wbur.org/hereandnow/2020/03/09/pandemics-coronavirus-aids-flu 
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…those limited or confined 

for health reasons: Cathy 

Banks, Faith Eikenberry, 

Marcheta Pletcher. 

 

We also uphold these members, friends and family 

members of our congregation who have prayer 

concerns: 

 

Judy Brooks 

Rochelle Lovelace 

 

 

District Prayer Calendar – May 

 

May 3 Live Oak Church of the Brethren 

May 10 Modesto Church of the Brethren 

May 17 Prince of Peace Church (Sacramento, joint 

 Brethren and American Baptist) 

May 24 New Spanish language church project 

 in Waterford 

May 31 Pastors and their spouses who will be 

 on retreat together this week 

 

 

 

 
BIRTHDAYS 

  6) Jakeh Landrum 

 Peggy Redman 

  7) Bill Lemon 

10) Linda Shappard 

 Rochelle Lovelace 

 Casey Deal 

21) Kathy Gilbert 

22) Cody Smith 

 Winter Dellenback 

28) Samuel McKellip 

 Shirley Ness 

ANNIVERSARIES 

22) Paul & Linda Lovelace 1976 

 

 

 

 

A Different Way to Worship 

During this time of physical isolation, we don’t want 

to be socially isolated. One way we are trying to 

avoid this is to continue to have Sunday morning 

worship over Zoom.  This has been quite successful, 

and we have welcomed many new faces over the past 

several weeks. Pastor Lauren sends out the Zoom 

link in the middle of the week to use on Sunday. If 

you would like to take part in our worship, please 

email the church (office@mypomonachurch.org) 

and Acia will make sure you are included. We look 

forward to seeing you. 

 

Don’t forget to send in your tithes and offerings 

to the church! Pomona Fellowship still needs your 

regular gifts during this season: to compensate our 

staff, to pay our bills, and to continue our ministries 

of outreach and giving. You can mail your checks 

into the office or use our new online giving option. 

Visit our website www.mypomonachurch.org and 

click on “Give” in the top row. You will be directed 

to a page where you can make a one-time or recurring 

donation using your credit/debit card or an ACH 

transaction. There is a small transaction fee with each 

gift but if you are able, please opt to cover this fee so 

that the church can receive 100% of your donation. 

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor 

Lauren. 

 

 

 
Fun Facts from the Pages of Our History 

In the early 1980s, the Pomona Fellowship 

Congregation sponsored and supported several 

families, including Vietnamese and Filipino asylum 

seekers to reunite with their families. 
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Service and Outreach Corner 

 

Of Birds and Bees and Butterflies: Some Thoughts 

on Earth Day 

 

The idea of a global holiday called “Earth Day” was 

first suggested in 1969 at a  UNESCO Conference 

on the Environment, but the first proclamation was 

made by San Francisco Mayor Joseph Alioto on 

April 22, 1970.  Happy 50th Anniversary, Earth 

Day! 

 

The reasons for this concern centered around  

growing air pollution and the toxicity and overuse of 

pesticides.  Many of you can remember smog days, 

and the effect that DDT had on egg shells of wild 

birds.  Some of these concerns continue, but with 

more emphasis now on global warming and loss of 

habitat. As the climate grows warmer there has been 

an increase in natural disasters which have caused 

greater food insecurities and health problems. Loss 

of habitat has resulted  in an accelerated loss of birds 

and bees and butterflies, but also complete 

extinction of some species.  In a very real sense 

Nature is facing its own pandemic. 

 

Most faith communities recognize and celebrate the 

wonders, beauty and bounty  of the natural world.  

They seek to live in some sort of sustainable 

balance.  However, this balancing act is getting more 

difficult to maintain, as the canaries and bees and 

butterflies are showing us by their vanishing 

presences and voices. 

 

So who will be the doctors to direct the healing of 

this earth? Perhaps biologists and other natural 

scientists have the tools.  We have the moral 

authority to help as best as we can.  If you are 

interested in joining  such a conversation contact a 

member of Service and Outreach.  Let’s see where 

this will go. 

 

Phyllis Eller 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PFCOB STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION 

Through February 2020 

 

2020 Annual Budget $222,576.00 
 

     Giving ’20 $18,939.25 

     Interest & Other Income ’20 $24,197.74 

Total Budget Income thru Mar. $43,136.99 
 

Total Budget Expense thru Mar. $(47,035.69) 

Plus Budget overage from 2019 $107.55 
Budget Balance thru Mar. ($3,791.15) 

 

Mar. Special Non-Budget Offerings 
  Capital Fund $110.00 

  COB One Great Hour of Sharing $81.00 

  Messenger $20.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Banner is published by the 

Pomona Fellowship Church of the Brethren 

875 W. Orange Grove Ave., Pomona  CA   91768 

(909) 629-2548 

Email: Office@MyPomonaChurch.org 

Website: MyPomonaChurch.org 

 

Services & Activities 

Sunday Worship over ZOOM Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 

 

 

Rev. Lauren Seganos Cohen Pastor 

Janet Short Moderator 

Acia Jernigan Admin. Assistant 

 
The Banner is published once a month. Articles and announcements 

to appear in the next issue of the Banner are due in the church office  

by the 20th of each month. 
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