
 
 

We are a sharing, loving fellowship of Christian believers, rooted in biblical faith, that actively seeks and celebrates 

God. We desire to praise, love and serve with all our hearts in our faith community and to reach out to our neighbors, 

continuing the work of Jesus peacefully, simply, together. 

In God we find the source of all our joy. Hallelujah! 
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From our Pastor… 

 

December is almost here and for Christians that means the Advent season is about to begin. 

 

Advent is known in the Church as a season of preparation and of waiting, but is idle waiting what God 

wants of us? In preparation for the birth of Jesus, I invite us to wonder together—what things can’t 

wait? As Christians, what demands our immediate attention? What requires our work and preparation? 

What is it that God can’t wait for? Is it our praise, reconciliation, and proclamation? Is it the end of 

suffering, isolation, and fear?  

 

Based on the texts in the Revised Common Lectionary, in worship we will focus on the following themes 

that also align with traditional Advent themes: 

 

ADVENT 1 | HOPE - GOD’S PROMISED DAY CAN’T WAIT  

Isaiah 2:1-5, Psalm 122 

 

ADVENT 2 | PEACE - REPENTANCE CAN’T WAIT  

Isaiah 11:1-10, Matthew 3:1-12 

 

ADVENT 3 | JOY - DELIGHT CAN’T WAIT  

Isaiah 35:1-10, Luke 1:46b-55 

 

ADVENT 4 | LOVE - COURAGE CAN’T WAIT  

Matthew 1:18-25 

 

With help and inspiration from the folks at A Sanctified Art, this Advent 

I invite you to join us as we imagine, prioritize, and prepare for Jesus’ birth. As we wait, what can’t? 

 

Waiting and wondering with you, 

Pastor Lauren 

 

 

Banner 

 

  



…those limited or confined for 

health reasons: Cathy Banks, 

Faith Eikenberry, Marcheta 

Pletcher. 

 

We also uphold these members, 

friends and family members of our 

congregation who have prayer concerns: 

 

Judy Brooks 

Leila Brown’s family 

Gene Hipskind 

Twila’s niece, Vicky 

Rochelle Lovelace 

 

 

District Prayer Calendar – December 

 

Dec. 1 As Advent begins may we focus on Jesus 

 in the rush towards Christmas 

Dec. 8 On Earth Peace (a COB Agency) 

 which works for peace and justice 

Dec. 15 Those who are without a home as we 

 move into winter 

Dec. 22 “Unto you is born this day in the city 

 of David a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord” 

Dec. 29 Consider what God is calling your 

 church to in the year ahead 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Cathy Banks 

c/o Deborah Banks Simpson 

921 N. Harbor Blvd. Box #620 

La Habra, CA   90631 

 

Phyllis Eller’s cell phone 

909-753-4265 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

December Host, Ushers, etc. 

 
 Host: Yvonne Belcher 

 Ushers: Jan & George Spicer 

 Offering: Bill Lemon 

 Hymn Leader: Peggy Redman 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

  3) Travis Gordon 

17) Jerry Davis 

18) Sarah Mundy 

19) Virgil Pletcher 

22) Gene Hipskind 

24) JoAnn Mills 

 Dana Smith 

 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

12) Cody & Dana Smith  2009 

 

 

 



 

 

 
Fun Facts from the Pages of Our History 

 

In 1968, the Fellowship Church of the Brethren 

formed by breaking away from the La Verne 

congregation, with the goal of using their finances 

to support mission and outreach work rather than 

hiring a pastor. The congregation had many lay 

leaders instead of a pastor! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

FROM SERVICE AND OUTREACH 

Thank you for your continued response in our 

effort to support the local food bank. Our food 

emphasis for December is holiday foods for 

IVHP Beta Center. As always, staple items are 

always needed and welcome. 

 
Our giving emphasis for December is 

Adopt-a-Family. 

 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

From Service & Outreach 

 

The end of the year is a busy time for this 

commission. November saw a collection of holiday 

foods for the IVHP Food Bank and a good response 

to PSWD’s call for socks, underwear and other 

articles of clothing for immigrants to help our 

church in Arizona with their programs. 

 

December brings three wonderful opportunities to 

help our community: 

 

(1) The Adopt-a-Family three-fold poster will be up 

as soon as we get the information on the families. 

Choose the ornament you wish that has the gift you 

want to buy for a family member. If you are unable 

to shop you may donate money and someone else 

will shop for you, marking your check for “Adopt-

a-Family.” There is no limit to how many 

“ornament-gifts” you may buy. Help in taking the 

gifts to the distribution place is always appreciated 

as well as helping the recipients get everything 

home. 

 

(2) Bring your Christmas card greeting to all church 

members and pin it on the green felt tree for all to 

read. Put the money saved by not needing to buy 

separate cards and mailing them in the regular 

offering, marked for this year’s outreach, which will 

be preparing and keeping on hand some emergency 

food kits for those who come by the church seeking 

help. 

 

(3) Still puzzling over what to get Uncle Joe, who 

says he “can’t think of a thing he wants” or that 

teacher who has more perfume or soap than she can 

ever use? Check out the Heifer International 

catalogue in the hallway. They may find it as 

touching as I did when my nephew gave me “the gift 

that keeps on giving.” 

 

Whatever you do, remember that we have all 

received the precious gift of God’s love in the form 

of his son, and we are to “pass it on” as well. Find 

your own special way of sharing God’s love, and 

may he bless us, every one. 

 

 

JAN 4 Take Down the Greens, 9:00 a.m.

followed by Women's Fellowship Mtg

5 Deacons Meeting, 11:00 a.m.

FEB 2 Cong. Business Mtg, 10:30 a.m.



 

2019 KNIT WITS REPORT 

 

The Knit Wits, our church’s knitting group, begun in 2011 by Linda Hart, has grown and prospered over these 

past eight years! The Knit Wits have now been joined by a group which has become known as Knit2gether. This 

group, made up primarily of Hillcresters, meets at Linda’s home once a month. Together, the two groups have 

produced this year 38 full-size afghans and 10 more for babies. This brings our total to date to 231 blankets! 

Twenty-one of the twenty-seven knitters on the rolls came to an afternoon viewing of this year’s blanket output. 

 

As in past years, the blankets were blessed following our worship before they were delivered to Crossroads (12), 

PVHMC Auxiliary for the babies (10), and the Loma Linda Veterans Administration Hospital (24). These groups 

have expressed their appreciation each year. However, we are always looking for additional places that might 

benefit from the bounty of our needles. Should you have an idea, talk with Linda. This is a practical way for us 

to share God’s love with others. The liturgy Pastor Lauren gave us for the blessing of the blankets so well 

expressed this sentiment: 

 

One: Without even knowing who would benefit, these blankets were made 

specifically for the people who will receive them. 

 

All: May they see the intricate love and care given to these blankets, 

mirroring the intricate love and care that God bestows upon all people. 

 

One: These blankets were made to bring warmth to someone who feels a chill. 

 

All: May they feel the warm breath of the Holy Spirit as they wrap 

themselves with it. 

 

One: These blankets were made to bring comfort to someone who feels alone. 

 

All: May they feel comfort in knowing that someone prayed for them as 

they pieced it together. 

 

One: These blankets were made to bring peace to someone in need of prayer. 

 

All: May they feel the power of our prayers as they feel the yarn winding through their fingers. 

 

One: These blankets were made to remind the recipient that they are part of this community. 

 

All: May they feel touched by our love, moved by our guidance, and held up by our support. 

 

 



 

Upcoming Advent Activities 
 

Interactive Nativity Story & Chili Dinner 

Join Pomona Fellowship and Cristo Sion for a new, 

re-imagined Advent tradition! Instead of our joint 

chili cook-off this December, on December 8 at 3:30 

p.m. we will be hosting our first ever All-Ages 

Interactive Nativity Story! No rehearsal or line 

memorization needed—simply show up and be 

ready to join in an interactive telling of the 

Christmas story, including carol singing! Costumes 

will be provided. Following the Interactive Nativity, 

we will enjoy a chili dinner together. No 

competition—just fellowship! Sign-ups to bring a 

pot of chili, a side dish, or dessert will be available 

soon. Hope to see you there! 

 

Caroling at Hillcrest 

On Monday, December 9, we will meet at 5:30 

p.m. in the Maury Smeltzer lounge at Hillcrest to 

enjoy an evening of sharing the holiday spirit with 

our Hillcrest family. 

 

Choir Christmas Program 

and Family Christmas Celebration 

On Sunday, December 15, the choir will bless us in 

worship with their annual Christmas Program. After 

worship, please join us for our “Church Family 

Christmas Celebration.” There will be games for 

everyone, singing of carols and of course goodies to 

eat. Please bring your favorite holiday appetizer, 

sweet or savory. The family is not complete without 

you so please be a part of the celebration. 

 
Christmas Eve Worship 

Seeking a quiet, worshipful experience amidst 

the hustle and bustle of Christmas? Join us at 

4 p.m. on December 24 for a simple Christmas 

Eve service. In the contemplative style of Taize, 

we will celebrate the birth of Jesus through 

song, prayer, scripture, and silence. Hope you 

can join us. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PFCOB STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION 

Through October 2019 

 

2019 Annual Budget $217,946.00 

 

     Giving ’19 $85,500.00 

     Interest & Other Income ’19 $74,556.78 

Total Budget Income thru Sept. $160,056.78 

 

Total Budget Expense thru Oct. $(184,778.53) 

Plus Budget overage from 2018 $29,304.84 

Budget Balance thru Sept. $4,583.09 

 

Oct. Special Non-Budget Offerings 

  Capital Fund $200.00 

  Women’s Fellowship $854.00 

  Disaster Relief $137.00 

  Leila Brown Memorial $220.00 

  Larry Deal Memorial $200.00 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Banner is published by the 

Pomona Fellowship Church of the Brethren 

875 W. Orange Grove Ave., Pomona  CA   91768 

(909) 629-2548 

Email: Office@MyPomonaChurch.org 

Website: MyPomonaChurch.org 

 

Services & Activities 

Sunday Worship Sunday, 9:15 a.m. 

Adult Sunday School Sunday, 10:45 a.m. 

 

 

Rev. Lauren Seganos Cohen Pastor 

Janet Short Moderator 

Acia Jernigan Admin. Assistant 

 
The Banner is published once a month. Articles and announcements 

to appear in the next issue of the Banner are due in the church office  

by the 20th of each month. 

 

 

mailto:Office@MyPomonaChurch.org


 

 
 

 



 



 

DECEMBER 2019 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

01 02 03 04 05 06 07 

 
 
10:30 am 
Listening 
Conversation 

  
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm LTG 

8:00 am 
Breakfast @ 
Roberta’s 
9:00 am Knit 
Wits 
 
7:30 pm Choir 

 
 
 
 
 
6:45 pm Church 
Board 

  

08 09 10 11 12 13 14 

 
 
 
3:30 pm 
Interactive 
Nativity Story 
and Chili Dinner 

 
 
 
 
5:30 pm 
Caroling at 
Hillcrest 

 
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm LTG 

8:00 am 
Breakfast @ 
Roberta’s 
 
6:30 pm 
Stewards 
7:30 pm Choir 

 
 
11:00 am 
M&W 

  

15 16 17 18 19 20 21 
9:15 am Choir 
Christmas 
Program 
 
10:30 am 
Family 
Christmas 
Celebration 

  
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm LTG 

8:00 am 
Breakfast @ 
Roberta’s 
 
 
7:00 pm Praise 
Team 

 BANNER 
ARTICLES DUE 
 

 

22 23 24 25 26 27 28 
   

 
 
4:00 pm 
Christmas Eve 
Worship 
 
7:30 pm LTG 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

 

   
 
11:00 am Leila 
Brown Memorial 

29 30 31     
   

 
 

 
 
7:30 pm LTG 

    

Sunday Schedule:  Worship 9:15 a.m., Sunday School 10:45 a.m. 
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