
 
 

We are a sharing, loving fellowship of Christian believers, rooted in biblical faith, that actively seeks and celebrates 

God. We desire to praise, love and serve with all our hearts in our faith community and to reach out to our neighbors, 

continuing the work of Jesus peacefully, simply, together. 

In God we find the source of all our joy. Hallelujah! 
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From our Pastor… 

The Advent and Christmas season is going to look a little different this year—not a surprise! With cases of 

COVID-19 increasing in LA County and around the country, it is for the safety of our congregation that we will 

continue to gather over Zoom to anticipate and celebrate the birth of Jesus this year. Just like Jesus was born in 

unusual circumstances, there are still unexpected blessings that we have to celebrate during this time, and so our 

Advent and Christmas theme this year will be An Unexpected Gift. 

 

Each week we will focus on a different theme of Advent: Hope (Psalm 146), Peace (Micah 5:2-5), Love 

(Isaiah 9:2-7), and Joy (Luke 1:26-45). We will light an Advent wreath each week over Zoom, and you are 

welcome to bring your own Advent wreath to light at the same time or simply watch. We will enjoy familiar 

music of the season both by professional recordings and anthems by our virtual choir. And for Christmas Eve, 

you will be provided with an entire pre-recorded service to watch and worship whenever fits your schedule this 

year. 

For those who are interested, we will also have one hour of Zoom Fellowship Time, from 3-4pm on 

Christmas Eve. You can pop in for 10 minutes or stay the entire hour, to give Christmas greetings to our church 

family. 

I know that there is still disappointment and sadness that we won’t be celebrating Christmas in-person, 

especially when the sale of our property is approaching. I encourage all of us to bring those laments to God in 

prayer this Advent season. Just as the world longed for the birth of the Messiah, we too long for connection, for 

community, for our beloved traditions, and for our familiar routines. God is with us in the longing and in the 

waiting. Together let us pray these words from the classic Advent carol: “O Come thou Dayspring, come and 

cheer our spirits by thine advent here. Disperse the gloomy clouds of night, and death’s dark shadow put to 

flight.” 

 

With you in the waiting, and in the hope… 

Pastor Lauren 

The Banner 

 

  



 

 

…those limited or confined 

for health reasons: Cathy 

Banks, Faith Eikenberry, 

Marcheta Pletcher. 

 

We also uphold these members, friends and family 

members of our congregation who have prayer 

concerns: 

 

Judy Brooks 

Bill Lemon 

Rochelle Lovelace 

 

 

District Prayer Calendar – December 

 

Dec 6 On Earth Peace (a COB Agency) which 

 works for peace and justice 

Dec 13 Those who are without a home as we move 

 into winter 

Dec 20 “Unto you is born this day in the city of David 

 a Savior, who is Christ, the Lord” 

Dec 27 Consider what God is calling your church to 

 in the year(s) ahead 

 

 

 

 
DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 

  3) Travis Gordon 

17) Jerry Davis 

18) Sarah Mundy 

19) Virgil Pletcher 

24) JoAnn Mills 

 Dana Smith 

 

DECEMBER ANNIVERSARIES 

12) Cody & Dana Smith    2009 

 

 

 

Virtual Hanging of the Greens 

 

Since we are unable to decorate our church building 

for the Christmas season, let’s admire the festive 

decorations in our own homes instead! However 

simple or extravagant, it will be a joy to see how each 

of us prepares our own homes for the arrival of the 

Christ child. This year, snap a photo of your tree, 

nativity set, and/or other favorite Christmas 

decoration and send your picture(s) to Pastor Lauren 

by December 20. A video with all the photos will be 

included as part of our pre-recorded Christmas Eve 

service this year. 

 

 
 

 

 

 

December Zoom Meetings 

 

Stewards:  Wednesday, December 2, 6:00 p.m. 

Service & Outreach: 

 Wednesday, December 9, 10:00 a.m. 

Music & Worship: 

 Thursday, December 10, 11:00 a.m. 

Church Board:  Thursday, December 10, 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Christmas Card Tree Fundraiser will look 

different this year! 

 

One of our favorite Christmas traditions is our card 

tree. Rather than mailing Christmas cards to 

members of the church, families or members bring in 

one card, display it on our felt tree, and donate what 

we would have spent on postage to a worthy cause. 

This year, our Service & Outreach Commission has 

selected Pomona Valley Habitat for Humanity to 

benefit from our Christmas Card Tree Fundraiser. 

But because we are not meeting in person, the 

Christmas card tree will be virtual! Here is how to 

participate this year: 

 

 1. Mail your Christmas card to the church 

office, complete with your donation. Write your 

check to Pomona Fellowship Church of the Brethren, 

with “Habitat for Humanity” or “Christmas Card 

Tree” in the memo line. 

 2. Pastor Lauren will take pictures of the 

front and insides of each card, and create a video 

montage displaying the cards. 

 3. The video will be playing during worship 

in Advent and will be made available to re-watch as 

often as you’d like. 

 

If you have any questions, please contact Pastor 

Lauren or Linda Lovelace, chair of Service & 

Outreach. Thank you for your generosity this holiday 

season! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

We will be doing a modified version of Adopt-A-

Family for Christmas in 2020 due to the Covid-19 

restrictions. Judy Lotton has made arrangements for 

us to “adopt” one large family of 8 persons. She will 

shop for the gifts and deliver them. Our part is to 

donate enough money for the Christmas gifts for 8 

people. If you want to participate in this year’s 

Adopt-A-Family send a check to the church office 

made out to Pomona Fellowship Church with Adopt-

A-Family noted on the memo line of the check. Or 

else send it to the church by the on-line method. You 

can donate whatever amount you would like to give 

towards this annual service to the community. We 

need to get our donations to the church before 

December 10. The distribution to the family will be 

done on December 15. If you have any questions call 

Linda Lovelace or Acia. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 



 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 
 

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues, our church 

continues to meet over Zoom on Sunday mornings 

for worship. Some congregations have implemented 

“live streamed” or “pre-recorded” services to watch 

at any time, but we have chosen to meet over Zoom, 

a video conferencing platform that allows us to meet 

at the same  time, seeing each other’s faces and 

hearing each other’s voices. Our services are 

simplified, but typically include pre-recorded music, 

the sharing of joys and concerns, prayer, scripture, 

and a pastoral message, often followed by a time of 

discussion and talk-back. Even while it is still unsafe 

for our church to gather in-person, we are being 

spiritually nourished and remaining connected to one 

another in this way. An added bonus of worshipping 

over Zoom is that we have welcomed many out-of-

town family and friends, who join us from different 

parts of the country each week! If you have not 

joined us, we would love to welcome you this 

Sunday! Contact Pastor Lauren for details on how to 

log into Zoom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PFCOB STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION 

Through October 2020 

 

2020 Annual Budget $222,576.00 

 

     Giving ’20 $78,236.70 

     Interest & Other Income ’20 $64,909.86 

Total Budget Income thru October $143,146.56 

 

Total Budget Expense thru Oct. $(151,285.85) 

Plus Budget overage from 2019 $107.55 

Budget Balance thru Oct. ($8,031.14) 

 

October Special Non-Budget Offerings 

  Capital Fund $175.00 

  Deacons Fund $200.00 

  Inland Valley Hope Partners Beta $100.00 

  COB Missions Offering $50.00 

  Women’s Fellowship $57.50 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Banner is published by the 

Pomona Fellowship Church of the Brethren 

875 W. Orange Grove Ave., Pomona,  CA   91768 

(909) 629-2548 

Email: Office@MyPomonaChurch.org 

Website: MyPomonaChurch.org 

 

Services & Activities 

Sunday Worship over ZOOM Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 

Bible Study over Google Meet Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 

 

Rev. Lauren Seganos Cohen Pastor 

Janet Short Moderator 

Acia Jernigan Admin. Assistant 

 
The Banner is published once a month. Articles and announcements 

to appear in the next issue of the Banner are due in the church office  

by the 20th of each month. 

 

 

   

mailto:Office@MyPomonaChurch.org

