
 
 

We are a sharing, loving fellowship of Christian believers, rooted in biblical faith, that actively seeks and celebrates 

God. We desire to praise, love and serve with all our hearts in our faith community and to reach out to our neighbors, 

continuing the work of Jesus peacefully, simply, together. 

In God we find the source of all our joy. Hallelujah! 
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From our Pastor… 

  This month is bittersweet for our congregation. On May 22, we will officially leave 875 West 

Orange Grove Avenue, so that Crestwood Communities can begin their work of preparing the property 

for the 32 single-family homes they will build here. We find hope in the promise of new families growing 

and thriving on this ground that we have called home for 73 years. Yet at the same time, we grieve and 

struggle with the knowledge that the sanctuary (which celebrated so many services, weddings and 

funerals), the fellowship hall (which hosted many potlucks and social gatherings), and the classrooms 

(where many of our children and grandchildren learned about Jesus) will no longer exist. Many of us 

are ready to close this chapter of our congregation’s story, while others wish for just a little more time. 

This is a tender and delicate season for our congregation. We know what’s coming, we are doing our 

best to spiritually and mentally prepare ourselves, and yet we find ourselves asking God, “Is this really 

happening?” 

  Jesus once found himself spiritually and mentally preparing for something, and he too asked God, 

“Is this really happening?” In the garden of Gethsemane, the night before he died, Jesus could anticipate 

the terrible death he was facing. And yet, as the Gospel of Mark tells us, “he threw himself on the ground 

and prayed that, if it were possible, the hour might pass from him. He said, Abba, Father, for you all 

things are possible; remove this cup from me” (14:35-36). In the face of death, Jesus drew upon his 

relationship with God and essentially begged for relief, to be spared from what he was about to endure. 

But of course, as we know, Jesus’ prayer didn’t end there: “Yet, not what I want,” he admitted, “but 

what you want” (14:36). At the end of the day, Jesus knew that God was calling him to something 

bigger, something harder, something that would literally lead him to death… because he also trusted 

that it wouldn’t end with death. Jesus knew that in order to get to resurrection, in order to fulfill God’s 

promises for all of creation, he had to go through pain, loss, and death first. 

  Like Jesus in the garden of Gethsemane, our congregation is about to experience a kind of death 

and we know it’s coming: the pain of letting go of our property, the loss of the certainty and familiarity 

of our own building, and the dying of who we were while we were in that place on Orange Grove. 

Like Jesus, we look towards that death with some trembling, grief, and fear. And yet, we also echo 

Jesus’ prayer: “Not what I want, but what you want.” Not what we want, but what God wants. We 

trust that this is still the path God is calling us to take. We trust that God knows what is best for us even 

more than we do. We trust that with God, all things are possible, and that from this death, resurrection 

and new life will indeed come to pass.  

  To quote a pastor friend of mine: “Dying and rising: it’s what God does.” May we lean into this 

truth in the weeks and months to come. 

With you in grief, and in hope, 

Pastor Lauren 
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…those limited or 

confined for health 

reasons: Cathy Banks, 

Faith Eikenberry, Marcheta Pletcher. 

 

We also uphold these members, friends and family 

members of our congregation who have prayer 

concerns: 

 

Judy Brooks 

Bill Lemon 

Rochelle Lovelace 

 

 

 

District Prayer Calendar – May 

 

May 2 For the Church of the Brethren national 

 staff and the Mission & Ministry Board 

May 9 Iglesia Cristo Genesis (Los Angeles) 

May 16 Iglesia Cristiana Elohim (Las Vegas 

 church plant) 

May 23 For the global Church of the Brethren 

 congregations in Nigeria, Spain, 

 Dominican Republic, Haiti, India, 

 Democratic Republic of Congo, 

 and Brazil 

May 30 Camps La Verne and Peaceful Pines, our 

 two camps and the summer of ministry 

 

 

 

Future Zoom Meetings 

 

Congregational Business Meeting, Sunday, May 2, 

 after worship 

Service & Outreach: Wednesday, May 5, 

 10:00 a.m. 

Stewards: Wednesday, May 5, 6:30 p.m. 

Music & Worship: Thursday, May 6, 11:00 a.m. 

Executive Committee: Thursday, May 13, 

6:30 p.m. 

Church Board, Thursday, May 20, 6:30 p.m. 

 

Banner articles are due on May 20 

 

 

 

 

 
BIRTHDAYS 

  6) Jakeh Landrum 

 Peggy Redman 

  7) Bill Lemon 

10) Linda Shappard 

 Rochelle Lovelace 

 Casey Deal 

21) Kathy Gilbert 

22) Cody Smith 

 Winter Dellenback 

28) Samuel McKellip 

 Shirley Ness 

 

ANNIVERSARIES 

22) Paul & Linda Lovelace 1976 

 

 

 
 

Cradle Roll Photos 
Many of our members and former members have 

memories of being taught by Mrs. Whitlow, or seeing 

your or your family members’ pictures on our Cradle 

Roll. Thanks to Mary Hines and Sandi Brooks, these 

photos have been preserved and are available to view 

online! Visit https://flic.kr/s/aHsmVeR6Qb to view 

the online album. And if there are photos of you or 

your family members that you’d like to have, please 

contact the church office to make arrangements. 

~~~Pastor Lauren 

https://flic.kr/s/aHsmVeR6Qb


 
Our church sign reads: “Thank you for 73 

wonderful years on Orange Grove” 

 

Open House 

Thanks to everyone who joined us for our Open 

House events on April 13, 14, and 15! It was a 

blessing to visit with so many of you who hold 

Pomona Fellowship COB close to your hearts. 

 

If you were unable to attend, you can still contact the 

church office to arrange a time to visit the building 

on an individual basis. Call 909-629-2548 or email 

office@mypomonachurch.org. 

~~~Pastor Lauren 

 

 

PFCOB STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION 

Through March 2021 

 

2021 Annual Budget $220,891.00 
 

     Giving ’21 $27,509.91 

     Interest & Other Income ’21 $13,870.67 

Total Budget Income thru March $41,380.58 
 

Total Budget Expense thru March $(42,354.84) 

Plus Budget overage from 2020 $4,224.32 
Budget Balance thru March $3,250.06 

 

March Special Non-Budget Offerings 

  Capital Fund $375.00 
  COB One Great Hour of Sharing $75.00 

  Inland Valley Hope Partners Beta $300.00 

  Sharon Maldonado DACA Support $75.00 

  

 

 
 

New Office Address 

Our church office is moving the week of May 3! The 

address for our temporary office space is 

363 S. Park Avenue 

Suite #202 

Pomona, CA 91766 

(phone number and email remains the same) 

If you usually mail in your offering, please make note 

of our new address. Once we are moved in, more 

information will be shared about visiting the office 

so everyone will know where to find us. 

 

 

Pomona Fellowship, Worship, and COVID-19 

On April 15, Pomona Fellowship’s Executive 

Committee met over Zoom and the topic of in-person 

worship was discussed. COVID-19 cases are 

decreasing in LA County, and vaccination rates both 

in our congregation and in the community are 

increasing. LA County is also in the Orange Tier of 

California’s Blueprint for a Safer Economy. 

However, our congregation is quite busy and focused 

on the many tasks of moving out and saying goodbye 

to our building right now. At this time, Executive 

Committee members felt that our congregation’s 

energies will be better spent on our transition out of 

our building, rather than planning for a COVID-safe 

in-person worship between now and May 22, when 

we vacate the property. Therefore we will continue 

to worship via Zoom. Stay tuned for more 

information about what worship might look like after 

May 22! 

~~~Pastor Lauren and Janet Short, Moderator 

 

Our office is 

here! 



 

Church of the Brethren 

Pentecost Offering: Testifying to the work 

of Jesus 

 

“When the Advocate comes, whom I will send to 

you,... the Spirit of truth... will testify on my behalf. 

You also are to testify.” 

~John 15:26-27a 

 

 
 

The Pentecost Offering highlights our passion in the 

Church of the Brethren for calling and equipping 

fearless disciples and leaders, renewing and planting 

churches, and transforming communities. 

 

Due to COVID-19, in lieu of bulletin inserts, the 

Church of the Brethren is mailing offering envelopes 

directly to those church members who have given to 

Brethren ministries in the past. Or you can give an 

offering online today at 

www.brethren.org/giveoffering. 

 

Your gifts to the Pentecost Offering support: 

Discipleship Ministries, 

Intercultural Ministries, 

The Office of Ministry, 

Older Adult Ministries, and 

Youth and Young Adult Ministries. 

 

Thank you for giving generously! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Banner is published by the 

Pomona Fellowship Church of the Brethren 

363 S. Park Avenue, Suite #202 

Pomona, CA 91766 

(909) 629-2548 

Email: Office@MyPomonaChurch.org 

Website: MyPomonaChurch.org 

 

Services & Activities 

Sunday Worship over ZOOM Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 

Bible Study over Google Meet Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 

 

Rev. Lauren Seganos Cohen Pastor 

Janet Short Moderator 

Acia Jernigan Admin. Assistant 

 
The Banner is published once a month. Articles and announcements 

to appear in the next issue of the Banner are due in the church office  

by the 20th of each month. 
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Baby Shower 

Sunday, May 16 at 3:00 p.m. over ZOOM 

RSVP to the church office by May 10 

to receive the ZOOM link 
 

We will be celebrating the “advent” of our newest member, Baby Cohen. 

Please join us in the virtual festivities. In order for the new family to get our gifts, we will 

collect them early so Mom and Dad can open them at the shower. Please drop your gift off at 

the Lovelaces’, Harts’, Spicers’ or the church office by Wednesday, May 13 and we will get 

them to the Cohens’ house in time. 

The Cohens are registered at Target and at Amazon. For both, you can go online and make 

your purchase and have it shipped directly to them if you want. 

ship to: Lauren and Jason Cohen 

1201 Elm Ave. 

San Gabriel CA   91775 
Jason's and Lauren's mothers will be attending our shower. Some special baby stories of our 

honorees will be shared. 

For the party, bring some paper and a pen or pencil and your own cupcake or snack to enjoy 

together during the fun time. 

Come for a time of games and gifts. 

 

 
 

 



  

 

Reminder about Farewell Events for 875 Orange Grove Avenue 

Brought to you by the Spiritual Transitions Team 

(Laura Lovelace, Diane Deal, Bill Lemon, Yvonne Belcher, Pastor Lauren) 

 

As our time at 875 W. Orange Grove Avenue draws to a close, we would like to invite you to events that are 

planned to give closure as we leave the property where we have worshipped since 1948.  

 

 

Virtual Organ Concert 

Friday, May 14 at 7pm Pacific on YouTube 

Our congregation has discerned that we will not be bringing our organ with us when we move and we are searching 

for a new owner of this beloved instrument. To help us honor the many memories of our church organ, and to celebrate 

the beautiful music it has given us over the years, we are hosting an organ concert, featuring Cody Smith, our director 

of music, and Shawn Kirchner, minister of music at the La Verne COB. This will be a virtual concert, streamed to 

YouTube and available to watch that evening and at any time in the future. Along with music will be recollections 

connected with the organ. No RSVPs required, and the exact link will be shared closer to the date. 

 

 

Virtual Farewell Service (RSVP needed) 

Sunday, May 16 at 10am Pacific 

Join us during our virtual morning worship as we officially honor and say goodbye to 875 Orange Grove Avenue. 

Pastor Lauren will be speaking from the sanctuary, and the service will include scripture, songs, memories, and a 

historical review in photos. Due to COVID-19 and to allow family and friends from across the country to join us, this 

worship service will take place over Zoom. If you do not currently join us for Zoom Worship, please RSVP to 

office@mypomonachurch.org or by calling 909-629-2548 and you will receive the Zoom link before the service. We 

will also have a time of fellowship and storytelling over Zoom following the service. Help us give thanks to God for 

our over 70 years of ministry and community in this place.  

 

 

In-Person De-Consecration Ceremony  

Saturday, May 15 at 4pm 

(please note this is a change from previously posted information 

Join us the day before we vacate the property for a brief, simple, COVID-19-safe service to de-consecrate this 

sacred space. Members will gather on the sidewalk in front of the building to bless and release this ground for the 32 

families who will come to live here. This service will not be live-streamed or recorded. Pacific Southwest District 

Minister Russ Matteson will join us. A handful of folding chairs will be available, but please bring your own chair if 

you are able.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:office@mypomonachurch.org


 

 
 

We'd like to get the word out that camp is open this summer for various activities. Is this something that you 

can let the congregation know? Below I have our dates and wordings of what is available. Let me know what 

and if you'd be able to share.  

 

CLV Advertising:  

The first event available to you is our Open House on May 29th. Join us for the day up at camp, take a walk to 

the lake, see your fellow camp friends safely outside, or spend time at the chapel. We will provide lunch of hot 

dogs and the fixings. Camp will be open from 9am.  

 

This year we will be offering a Family Camp the week of June 20th-26th. Bring your family for a fully 

catered camp. There will be optional daily activities and of course camp fire! Come for a day, or two, or for the 

whole week! Please get in touch or see the website for registration details forthcoming.  

 

We will also be offering cabin rentals throughout the summer. Bring your family and spend a minimum of 2 

nights in one of our cabins. This will be a self-catered rental. Please contact campmanager@camplaverne.org 

for date inquiries and pricing.  

 

Thank you! 

Jonathan 

Camp Operations 

 

 

 
 

 

The Connex box that we have had on our church property for years has been donated to Lopez Urban Farm, run 

by Community Partners 4 Innovation! Thanks to Linda Hart for arranging this donation. Rev/Farmer Stephen 

Yorba Patten sends his gratitude: “Thank you for the recent generous donation of the shipping container, it has 

been located at Lopez and is securing our valuables!” 

 

 



 

 



 

 


