
 
 

We are a sharing, loving fellowship of Christian believers, rooted in biblical faith, that actively seeks and celebrates 

God. We desire to praise, love and serve with all our hearts in our faith community and to reach out to our neighbors, 

continuing the work of Jesus peacefully, simply, together. 

In God we find the source of all our joy. Hallelujah! 
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From our Pastor… 

The month of April brings many things— the beginning of spring, the end of the season 

of Lent, Holy Week, and the celebration of Jesus’ resurrection over sin and death, the Easter 

season! In many parts of the world, snow melts and gives way to the first signs of spring: the 

appearance of crocuses. In our “neck of the woods,” our historically rainy winter will give 

way to consistently blue skies and rising temperatures. Daylight Savings Time has already 

ended, marking the arrival of longer and sunnier days. Something in the air seems to shift this 

time of the year. 

 

 

 

It’s quite appropriate that we celebrate Easter, a time of renewal, new life, and 

resurrection during the time of the year that the earth seems to be resurrecting itself. 

Throughout the season of Lent, we have examined the ways in which Jesus’ journey to 

Jerusalem and to the cross invites us to cultivate certain marks of faithfulness (trust, 

repentance, forgiveness, joy) and calls us to let go of that which pulls us away from God 

(fear, judgment, obligation, and selfishness). As Lent draws to a close, we anticipate the New 

Creation that God is calling us to become, through our faith and discipleship to our 

resurrected Lord. On Easter Sunday we will celebrate how Christ’s death and resurrection 

create for us a new way of knowing, seeing, loving, and living. I look forward to worshipping 

with you! 

 

Yours in grace and peace, 

Pastor Lauren 
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…those limited or confined for 

health reasons: Cathy Banks, 

Eva Davis, Faith Eikenberry, 

Marcheta Pletcher. 

 

We also uphold these members, 

friends and family members of our congregation 

who have prayer concerns: 

 

Harvey Good 

Rochelle Lovelace 

 

 

 

 

 

April Host, Ushers, etc. 

 
 Hosts: Yvonne Belcher 

 Ushers: George & Jan Spicer 

 Offering: Bill Lemon 

 Hymn Leader: Linda Lovelace 

 

 

 
 

Pastor Lauren & Jason Cohen 

1201 Elm Avenue 

San Gabriel, CA 91775 

 

Acia Jernigan 

188 E. Bonita Ave.  #308 

Pomona, CA   91767 

(same phone number 

 

John & Karen Stewart 

2700-J Hillcrest Dr. 

La Verne, CA  91750 

818-723-1358 

StewartKJ@gmail.com 

 

 

 

 
APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

11) Janet Short 

14) Shane Gordon 

25) Faith Eikenberry 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

  2) Gary & Linda Shappard 1971 

16) James & Karin Herndon 1994 

 

 

 

District Prayer Calendar – April 

 

Apr. 7 Pasadena Church of the Brethren 

Apr. 14 For Love Feast gatherings that show us 

 Christ’s love and humility 

Apr. 21 Celebrate the joy of Easter and the power 

 of the Resurrection 

Apr. 28 - Empire Church of the Brethren 

 

 

 

 

 
All-Church Retreat 

Please join us for our Annual Church Retreat on 

Saturday, April 13. In addition to times of worship 

and fellowship, in a spirit of play and joy we will be 

remembering our own personal spiritual and faith 

journeys through an activity called spiritual life 

mapping. Bring your imagination and your 

creativity! We will meet at Hillcrest in the Citrus 

Room from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. 

 

 



 

FROM SERVICE AND OUTREACH 

Thank you for your continued response in our 

effort to support the local food bank. Our food 

emphasis for April is Potatoes & Canned 

Fruit. As always, staple items are always 

needed and welcome. 

    
Our giving emphasis for April is 

Brethren Disaster Services. 

 

Service and Outreach News 

 Spring check-up and clearing out! Pomona Trash 

Day is April 27, a time to get rid of worn out or no 

longer usable items to make Pomona a more 

attractive place to live. We will be greeting people 

and handing out water bottles that morning, and you 

are welcome to come and help for whatever time you 

can, between 8:00 a.m. and noon. 

 Don’t forget yourself. Inland Valley Hope 

Partners is holding a Wellness Fair at the Farmers 

Market at Pearl and Garey on April 6 from 9:00 a.m. 

to 1:00 p.m. 

 The little yellow wagon was empty on Sunday, 

as Graham makes regular trips to the pantry to 

deliver the food you bring to share. For the month of 

April the emphasis is on canned fruit and potatoes – 

all kinds of potatoes that can be stocked in the pantry. 

Potatoes are the most eaten of all vegetables, ranking 

behind only the three main grains: maise, rice and 

wheat. Staples are always welcome, and maybe you 

can add something special for Easter. 

 Our Easter Celebration and Egg Hunt will be on 

Saturday, April 20, from 10:00 a.m. to noon. Invite 

your neighbors and their children, bring your own 

extended family, share the invitation. The children 

not only hunt eggs but they do crafts and hear the 

Easter story. We thank you for bringing the candy 

filled eggs, and there will be more information on 

that later. 

 

Happy Easter, everyone! 

 

 

 

April Giving Emphasis 

Brethren Disaster Ministries 

Our April offering will be for Brethren Disaster 

Ministries. BDM is made up of three parts: 

• Rebuilding Homes  

• Nurturing Children  

• Responding Internationally.  

After a disaster, when communities start rebuilding, 

teams of people who have the expertise to rebuild 

their homes are sent in. These teams consist of 

carpenters, plumbers, electricians, roofers, painters 

and anyone who can help in the rebuilding process. 

Brethren Disaster Ministries equip them with all the 

tools needed, along with a place to stay and food to 

eat. These teams stay anywhere from 2 weeks to a 

month and then are replaced with other teams who 

continue the effort of rebuilding. We still have teams 

in Puerto Rico rebuilding homes after the hurricane 

there as well as here in the US to help with the 

floods, hurricanes, fires and tornadoes we have had. 

  Nurturing Children is what Children’s Disaster 

Services does. We offer training to volunteers 

around the country who then go to the disaster sites 

and set up child care centers. When parents are busy 

trying to get their lives straightened out CDS takes 

the children and provides a safe, calm place where 

they can be kids and have fun as they start their own 

healing. 

  We also respond internationally to countries 

who are in the midst of turmoil from civil wars or 

from terrorist groups. We sent people to Nigeria 

after their girls were kidnapped by Boca Haram. We 

are still there working with the Nigerian people who 

started an organization called Healing Hearts that 

support the families affected by the loss of their 

girls.  

  It is very expensive to send out our volunteers 

but we Brethren have put our efforts into Brethren 

Disaster Ministries to show people around the world 

what we can do when we have God’s hand guiding 

us to help our brothers and sisters in need. 

  So please consider adding a little to your 

offering this month for Brethren Disaster Ministries. 

Thank you. 

 



 

Pomona Fellowship Church Property Sale 

 

  The Pomona Fellowship congregation is not 

large enough to be able to afford to continue to 

maintain and repair the large facility we are using 

for worship and other activities. The congregation 

voted last year to sell the facility and move to a 

smaller property that we can afford. 

  We have talked to some possible buyers and the 

most promising has been our discussions with Lewis 

Acquisition Company. If they are able to get the 

necessary permits they will demolish the current 

buildings and build houses and apartments. We will 

begin a search for a smaller home for our 

congregation.  

  We have signed an agreement with them that 

gives them 2 months to determine if they believe 

that they can obtain these permits. If they decide 

they probably can do that, then they will give us a 

small down payment and begin the process of 

obtaining the necessary permits from the city, 

county and state. This lengthy process will take one 

to two years. Their best estimate at this time is 18 

months. We have prepared a time line estimate for 

this process. (see timeline on the next page) 

  When they have the needed permits, then they 

will pay us the balance due on the purchase and take 

possession of the property. Until that happens we 

will continue to worship and serve here. Pray for the 

Pomona Fellowship Church of the Brethren that 

God will lead us to a new location where we will 

continue to serve God and our neighbors in the name 

of Jesus Christ, our Lord and Savior. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Fun Facts from the Pages of Our History 

An issue that arose more than once in the 2nd decade 

of the Pomona congregation’s history (1917-1927) 

was the admonishment of the women of the 

congregation who had discontinued wearing their 

prayer coverings during worship and Sunday 

School. Some of them had taken to wearing hats 

instead! How scandalous! 

 

 

PFCOB STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION 

Through February 2019 

 

2019 Annual Budget $217,946.00 

 

     Giving ’19 $14,093.00 

     Interest & Other Income ’19 $13,693.08 

Total Budget Income thru Feb. $27,786.08 

 

Total Budget Expense thru Feb. $(29,152.27) 

Plus Budget overage from 2018 $29,304.84 

Budget Balance thru February $27,938.65 

 

February Special Non-Budget Offerings 

  Capital Fund $125.00 

  IVHP Hunger $25.00 

  Women’s Fellowship Pennies $40.00 

 

 

The Pomona Fellowship Church of the Brethren seeks 

to glorify God and to promote Christian life and 

character through worship, instruction, evangelism, 

fellowship, and service to this community and to the 

world at large. 

The Banner is published by the 

Pomona Fellowship Church of the Brethren 

875 W. Orange Grove Ave., Pomona  CA   91768 

(909) 629-2548 

Office@MyPomonaChurch.org 

 

Services & Activities 

Sunday Worship Sunday, 9:15 a.m. 

Sunday School Sunday, 10:45 a.m. 

 

 

Rev. Lauren Seganos Cohen Pastor 

Janet Short Moderator 

Acia Jernigan Admin. Assistant 

 
The Banner is published once a month. Articles and announcements 

to appear in the next issue of the Banner are due in the church office 

by the 20th of each month. 



 

 

Agreed upon timeline for purchase and sale of the PFCOB property: 
 

1. Start of escrow on Friday, March 15, 2019 
2. Within 3 business days, (3-19-19), $50,000 into escrow by Lewis 
3. Within 7 business days (3-23-19), PFCOB shall provide Lewis with copies of all entitlements, permits, 
plans, surveys, soils, environmental and biological reports 
4. Lewis has the right to enter upon the property to conduct any and all inspections & tests when no 
Church services or events in session with 24 hour notice to PFCOB 
5. Within 10 business days, (3-27-19), deliver to Lewis a preliminary title report at our expense and 
legible copies of all documents referred to in the title report,  
if they are reasonably available 
6.  Within 10 days after receiving these title documents Lewis shall give PFCOB written notice of approval 
or disapproval  
7. If any disapproval, PFCOB has 10 days to agree to remove any such disapproved title concerns, if not 
the sale is over and all deposits must be returned 
8. Such disapproval must occur before the Feasibility Deadline, 5-14-2019 
 9. Within 60 days (5-14-19), Lewis shall decide whether to issue its  
Notice of Feasibility 
10. If no Notice then this sale and escrow is over 
11.. If the Notice of Feasibility is issued, then the following proceed. 
12. The next business day (5-15-19) the $50,000 is released to PFCOB 
13. Additional deposits of $15,000 are issued every 90 days thereafter until the escrow is closed. 
14. Close of escrow: 30 days after final approval of entitlements has been received by Lewis, but no later 
than 18 months, (9-15-2020), unless final approval of entitlements has not been received then no later 
than 3-15-2021.  
15. Prior to closing: 
 a. No new encumbrances 
 b. No material adverse changes in the condition of the property 
 c. Sign the grant deed 
 d. Provide Transferors Certification of Non-Foreign Status 
 e. Withholding exemption certificate (Calif. Form 593C) 
 f. Cell Tower Lease Assignment, 2 copies 
 g. Agree to the proration of property taxes 
 h. No leases or agreements for use of Property after closing 
 i. Gerald meet monthly with Lewis and attend meetings 
 j. Cure any breach of our obligations within 5 days 
 k. Provide Ticor Title with copies of our Articles of Incorporation, Bylaws,  
    Tax Exemption and other such documents as they may require. 
16. At Closing: 
 a. Pay Title Policy, ½ of escrow fee, cost of recording and documentary 

   transfer taxes, and ½ of escrow holder’s customary miscellaneous charges 
b. Pay PFCOB share of property taxes 

17. No one using the property except PFCOB after closing 
18. Be out of the property within 90 days of closing  
 
 
 
 



 
 

In response to the latest acts of violence around the world, Laura Lovelace shared her poem in 

worship last month. Maybe you could add it to your daily meditation. 
 

Peace 
 

I am an idea and a hope  

I am a thought and a prayer  

I am a wish and a way of life 

I am what I am 

 

I feed the hungry 

I shelter the homeless  

I comfort the sick and calm the angry 

I stop war and help enemies become friends  
 

I am a want and a longing truth  

I am a word that stops violence  

I am what children of violence cry for 

I am peace 

The answer to all thoughts and prayers 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 



 



 
 

 

 

 

 

 



 

APRIL 2019 
SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

 01 02 03 04 05 06 

   
 
 
 
6:30 pm 
Stewards 
7:30 pm LTG 

8:00 am 
Breakfast @ 
Roberta’s 
9:00 am Knit 
Wits 
 
7:30 pm Choir 

   

07 08 09 10 11 12 13 

   
 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm LTG 

8:00 am 
Breakfast @ 
Roberta’s 
 
6:30 pm M & W 
7:30 pm Praise 
Team (No Choir) 

  
 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm S & O 

10:00 am All 
Church Retreat 
at Hillcrest 

14 15 16 17 18 19 20 
   

 
 
 
 
 
7:30 pm LTG 

8:00 am 
Breakfast @ 
Roberta’s 
 
 
 
7:00 pm Choir 

 
 
 
 
 
6:00 pm Love 
Feast 

OFFICE 
CLOSED 

BANNER 
ARTICLES DUE 

 
10:00 am 
Easter 
Celebration and 
Egg Hunt 

21 22 23 24 25 26 27 

 

  
 
 
 
7:30 pm LTG 

8:00 am 
Breakfast @ 
Roberta’s 
 
7:30 p.m. Choir 

 
 
 
6:45 pm 
Church Board 

 8:00 am 
Pomona Trash 
Day 

28 29 30     
   

 
 
 
 
7:30 pm LTG 

    

Sunday Schedule:  Worship 9:15 a.m., Sunday School 10:45 a.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

POMONA FELLOWSHIP 

CHURCH OF THE BRETHREN 

875 W. ORANGE GROVE AVE. 

POMONA  CA   91768 

 

 

 


