
 
 

We are a sharing, loving fellowship of Christian believers, rooted in biblical faith, that actively seeks and celebrates 

God. We desire to praise, love and serve with all our hearts in our faith community and to reach out to our neighbors, 

continuing the work of Jesus peacefully, simply, together. 

In God we find the source of all our joy. Hallelujah! 
June  20 21                 P o mo na  F e l lo w s hi p  C h ur c h o f  t he  B re th re n                 V o l .  4 7 ,  No .  6  

From our Pastor… 

This summer we as a congregation will enter into a season of both change and sabbath! “How can 

change and sabbath exist at the same time?” you may be asking. Well, first it will be a season of change 

because we are transitioning back to in-person worship in a new and temporary location! Starting mid-

June, we will be gathering for worship on the 1st and 3rd Sundays of each month on the campus of St. 

Paul’s Episcopal Church in Pomona (242 East Alvarado Street). Father Mark Hallahan and the 

congregation of St. Paul’s are looking forward to getting to know our church and entering into a 

mutually beneficial relationship during this season of our life together. Learn more about St. Paul’s and 

their current ministries on their website: https://www.saintpaulspomona.org/. There will certainly be a 

period of adjustment as we figure out what works best for us in this location (parking? worship set up? 

coffee hour?) but our congregation has learned how to be flexible and adaptable during times of change! 

Meanwhile, we will continue to worship over Zoom on the remaining Sundays of each month. We 

have truly valued the connections and opportunities that Zoom has provided during this pandemic, and 

we are also exploring how we can integrate Zoom worshippers into our in-person services as well. Stay 

tuned for more information! 

 

Secondly, it will be a season of sabbath because, quite frankly, our congregation needs rest. Even though 

the COVID-19 pandemic paused most of our in-person church ministries, the sale of our property was 

not put on hold. The last several months have been a flurry of activity as our Stewards Commission, 

church leadership, and many of our members coordinated and participated in the packing, moving, and 

salvaging process. It has not always been easy; there have been late evening meetings, hours upon hours 

spent on the church property, and countless sleepless nights for many. A season of rest is not just 

practical, but biblical. Remember how even God took time to rest after six days of creating the world 

(Genesis 2:3)? We too need a time to rest, to rejoice in the resuming of our in-person services, and to 

fill our spiritual cups back up as a congregation and as individuals. 

 

And of course, it will be a season of both change and sabbath while I go on maternity leave! Welcoming 

an interim pastor to preach and lead worship for those 13 weeks (mid-July to mid-October) will bring 

about new relationships and leadership, and at the same time it will also be a season to pause on our 

search for a long-term home. During this interim season, my prayer for us is that we can all rest in the 

assurance that God will not abandon Pomona Fellowship Church of the Brethren. 

 

Thank you for your prayerful engagement and commitment to our congregation during this season of 

both change and sabbath. 

 

In Christ’s love, 

Pastor Lauren 

The Banner  

  

https://www.saintpaulspomona.org/


 

…for those limited or confined 

for health reasons: Cathy 

Banks, Faith Eikenberry, 

Marcheta Pletcher. 

 

We also uphold these members, 

friends and family members of our congregation 

who have prayer concerns: 

 

Judy Brooks 

Bill Lemon 

Rochelle Lovelace 

 

 

 

Wanda Lacy has a new (cell) 

number: 626-636-6577 

 

 

 

District Prayer Calendar – June 

 

June 6 Iglesia Cristo Sion (Glendora) 

June 13 For the civic leaders of your town/city, 

 state, and our country, and the world 

June 20 Imperial Heights Church of the Brethren 

 (Los Angeles) 

June 27 The COB as it gathers for Annual 

 Conference over Zoom this week 

 

 

 

June Zoom Meetings 

Music & Worship, Thursday, June 3, 11:00 a.m. 

Service & Outreach, Wednesday, June 9, 10:00 a.m. 

Executive Committee, Thursday, June 10, 6:30 p.m. 

Church Board, Thursday, June 17, 6:30 p.m. 

 

Banner articles are due on June 20 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
BIRTHDAYS 

   4) Harvey Good 

   7) Sander Eller 

   8) Rick Landrum 

11) Sharon Overholser 

13) Rebecca Landrum 

20) George Spicer 

30) Joseph Hemsworth 

ANNIVERSARIES 

13) Virgil & Marcheta Pletcher 1947 

16) Harvey & Connie Good 1961 

17) Joe & Heather Brasil 1995 

23) Rob & Laurie McKellip 1994 

29) Rick & Sandy Landrum 1985 

 

 

A new way to give to 

Inland Valley Hope Partners 

Inland Valley Hope Partners (IVHP) is partnering 

with the Acts Thrift Store in Pomona. This means 

that when we give items to the Acts Thrift Store and 

let them know that we were referred by IVHP, Acts 

credits the IVHP account with the determined value 

of the donated items and lets IVHP know their 

current balance. IVHP then issues a voucher to a 

family or individual in one of their programs that 

allows them to “purchase” the items they need 

against the credits in the IVHP account. 

This is a win-win for all involved. We get to clear out 

unwanted things and know they go to a good cause. 

Acts gets wonderful items for their thrift store. IVHP 

gets to build up their account at the Acts Thrift Store. 

The people in the IVHP programs get to go 

“shopping” with the value of the donated items. 

To donate items visit Acts Thrift Store, 232 E. 

Foothill Blvd., Pomona. Their hours of operation as 

well as scheduling a pick up for larger items can be 

found at their web site at www.actsthrift.org or call 

them at (909) 491-3199. 

~~~Linda Lovelace 

Service & Outreach Commission 

http://www.actsthrift.org/


 

New Community Project 

We received the newsletter of the New Community 

Project. This is an organization associated with the 

COB. They run learning tours, are concerned with 

climate change, reforestation, and other global 

matters. One of their most recent projects has been to 

plant Mangrove trees. It has been discovered that 

mangrove trees sequester four times as much carbon 

dioxide as a rain forest, purifies water, stems erosion, 

acts as a fish nursery, and protects inland areas from 

storms. Wow! That’s a lot for just one tree! Sadly, 

the world has lost about one quarter of these trees in 

the last 50 years. New Community Project (NCP) has 

partnered with an organization in Nigeria, the 

Tropical Conservation Center, to plant Mangrove 

trees. These trees will be planted in the Niger delta, 

NCP sent $10,000 from their “If a tree falls” fund to 

plant 20,000 Mangrove saplings, enough to reforest 

175 acres. The Tropical Conservation Center involve 

local volunteers in planting and educates the 

community about conservation. 

This is just part of what they do. To find out more 

contact their website at: 

www.newcommunityproject.org. 

~~~Linda Lovelace 

Service & Outreach Commission 

 

Dinners With Jerry 

In recognition of the tremendous help and support 

that Jerry Davis gave to the Congregation in the 

extended period that it took to work through the sale 

process, we are encouraged to invite Jerry to share a 

meal with us. 

These meals could be your favorite home-made 

delight, the sharing of a favorite restaurant, or for 

Hillcrest residents time spent in the Dining Room. 

Jerry has had Covid and his vaccinations so is willing 

to join you most anywhere. 

The start date for this dining experience is June 1 

with the exception of June 16 - 22 when Jerry will 

have company from out-of-town. There is no sign-up 

sheet for this — just call Jerry (909) 392-4027 and 

make a date!  Thank you for your participation in 

this. 

~~~ Jan Spicer 

 

 

Bethany Theological Seminary 

Bethany Theological Seminary celebrated the classes 

of 2020 and 2021 during its Academic 

Commencement Ceremony on Saturday, May 8. A 

small audience gathered in person and a live stream 

was available for others to watch. Bethany did not 

hold an in-person commencement ceremony in 2020 

due to pandemic restrictions, so last year’s 13 

graduates were given the option to join the class of 

2021 to celebrate this year. 

The class of 2021 includes 7 recipients of the Master 

of Divinity degree, 7 who earned Master of Arts 

degrees, and 10 who earned graduate certificates. 

This year’s class includes the first individuals to earn 

the certificate in Biblical Peacemaking while 

attending classes at the Technology Centre in Jos, 

Nigeria. 

The Church of the Brethren, like many other 

denominations, is not graduating enough seminary 

trained pastors to replace the number retiring. We 

need to find ways of encouraging more persons to be 

trained for ministry. One way Bethany is working at 

this is a program called “Exploring your Call” for 

high school students which is funded by designated 

donations to Bethany for this program. Interested 

students spend time at Bethany learning about 

theological training and then time with pastors in that 

area learning about the ministry and life of ordained 

ministers. 

For students who hear a clear call and are following 

a specific path to practical ministry, Bethany will 

launch a new master’s degree program in the fall of 

2021 that links spiritual formation with a focus on 

social change. This program, entitled the Master of 

Arts in Spiritual and Social Transformation, is 

designed to serve individuals pursuing careers in 

non-profit leadership, social services, or spiritual 

direction. 

Those of our members who wish to support 

Bethany’s scholarship program for its students can 

send the gift to our church office designated for 

Bethany or send their contribution directly to 

Bethany at Bethany Theological Seminary, 615 

National Road West, Richmond, IN 47374. 

~~~Jerry Davis 

Service & Outreach Commission 

http://www.newcommunityproject.org/


Property Sale Report 

Our Escrow with Crestwood Communities closed as 

scheduled on April 22, 2021. As was stated at a 

prayer time at a Sunday “Joys and Concerns”, this 

was viewed by Pomona Fellowship as a joy that this 

long process was finally completed, and as a concern 

for prayer that this structural home for Pomona 

Fellowship was no longer ours. 

Crestwood created a limited liability corporation to 

borrow the financing to buy our property and build 

and sell 32 homes. This company, completely owned 

by Crestwood is named Valencia 32 LLC. Our 

agreement with Valencia 32 gave us 30 days to move 

out. We completed the move from 875 W. Orange 

Grove on May 20, 2021.  

We are now looking for a permanent home for 

Pomona Fellowship in Pomona while continuing to 

meet on Zoom and planning to meet in person two 

times per month in a temporary location at St. Paul’s 

Episcopal Church in Pomona. God has blessed us 

with a successful sale of the old building that was too 

large and too expensive for the church to continue to 

maintain. We are now asking that God lead us to the 

place where we can continue to serve God and our 

neighbors in the name of Jesus, our Lord and Savior. 

~~~Jerry Davis 

 

Newcomers Access Center 

Newcomers Access Center (NAC) is currently 

fundraising to support migrant children at the 

Pomona Fairplex. There are currently 500 children 

temporarily housed there. They will be reunited with 

family members, and we would like to help them as 

they leave the facility to live their new lives. We 

hope to provide all 500 children with a new pair of 

shoes and 5 pairs of socks. The link to make a 

donation is below. Thank you for considering 

making a difference in the lives of these children! 

https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/shoes-

for-migrant-children  

 

 

PFCOB STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION 

Through April 2021 

 

2021 Annual Budget $220,891.00 

 

     Giving ’21 $31,996.71 

     Interest & Other Income ’21 $17,292.74 

Total Budget Income thru April $49,289.45 

 

Total Budget Expense thru April $(60,033.35) 

Plus Budget overage from 2020 $4,224.32 

Budget Balance thru April $(6,519.58) 

 

April Special Non-Budget Offerings 

  Capital Fund $575.00 

  COB One Great Hour of Sharing $50.00 

  Inland Valley Hope Partners Beta $225.00 

  COB Disaster Ministries $50.00 

  Messenger $27.00 

  

 

 
 

New Office Address 

We are at home in our new office! The address for 

our temporary office space is: 

363 S. Park Avenue 

Suite #202 

Pomona, CA 91766 

(phone number and email remains the same) 

If you usually mail in your offering, please make note 

of our new address. Come by for a visit any time. 

Acia’s hours are Mon-Fri, 10:00 – 4:00. Pastor 

Lauren has resumed her “pre-pandemic” office 

schedule: working from Pomona on Sundays, 

Mondays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays. She will be 

working from home on Tuesdays and her days off are 

on Fridays. 

 

Our office is 

here! 

https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/shoes-for-migrant-children
https://charity.gofundme.com/o/en/campaign/shoes-for-migrant-children


 

 

 

Farewell Events for 875 West Orange Grove Avenue 

The weekend of May 14-16 was a significant weekend for Pomona Fellowship 

Church of the Brethren! On Friday, May 14, we enjoyed a virtual organ concert, 

celebrating the music of our beautiful organ before we find a buyer for the 

instrument. Set to photos of our sanctuary and worship centers, the organ concert 

included an hour of music recorded by our own Director of Music Cody Smith, and 

musician Shawn Kirchner. You can watch the service on YouTube at any time: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7of37Y_X2UA  

 

On Saturday, May 15, our congregation held a small, in-person deconsecration service to give thanks for the 

property where we have worshipped for 73 years, and to bless it for the 32 homes that will be built on the land. 

The service was led by Pastor Lauren and Russ Matteson, Pacific Southwest District Executive Minister. 

(Photos by Diane Deal and Russ Matteson) 

 

 

And finally, on Sunday, May 16 we held a virtual Farewell Service for 875 West Orange Grove, welcoming 

family, friends, previous members, and former pastors and their families to our Zoom worship service. The 

service was centered around Joshua 4:1-8 & 19-24, the story of the Israelites bringing 12 stones from the 

Jordan River with them, to remember how God had brought them through the wilderness. We shared stories of 

our “stones” from our time on Orange Grove: the memories, stories, and values that we will bring with us as 

we journey onward. You can watch the service on YouTube at any time: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4iJzkK1GGUo 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who helped make our final days on Orange Grove Avenue as meaningful as possible! 

~~~Pastor Lauren 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=7of37Y_X2UA
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=4iJzkK1GGUo


 

 
 

This year Camp La Verne will be offering a Family 

Camp the week of June 20-26. Bring your family for 

a fully catered camp. There will be optional daily 

activities and of course camp fire! Come for a day, 

or two, or for the whole week! Please get in touch or 

see the website for registration details forthcoming.  

http://www.camplaverne.org/ 

They will also be offering cabin rentals throughout 

the summer. Bring your family and spend a 

minimum of 2 nights in one of our cabins. This will 

be a self-catered rental. Please contact the camp 

director for date inquiries and pricing: 

campmanager@camplaverne.org 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Banner is published by the 

Pomona Fellowship Church of the Brethren 

Office address: 363 S. Park Avenue, Suite #202 

Pomona, CA 91766 

(909) 629-2548 

Email: Office@MyPomonaChurch.org 

Website: MyPomonaChurch.org 

 

Services & Activities 

Sunday Worship over ZOOM Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 

Bible Study over Google Meet Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 

 

Rev. Lauren Seganos Cohen Pastor 

Janet Short Moderator 

Acia Jernigan Admin. Assistant 

 
The Banner is published once a month. Articles and announcements 

to appear in the next issue of the Banner are due in the church office  

by the 20th of each month. 

 

 

 

 

 

http://www.camplaverne.org/
mailto:campmanager@camplaverne.org
mailto:Office@MyPomonaChurch.org


 



 


