
 
 

We are a sharing, loving fellowship of Christian believers, rooted in biblical faith, that actively seeks and celebrates 

God. We desire to praise, love and serve with all our hearts in our faith community and to reach out to our neighbors, 

continuing the work of Jesus peacefully, simply, together. 

In God we find the source of all our joy. Hallelujah! 
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From our Pastor… 

The writer of Ecclesiastes tells us, “For everything there is a season, and a time for every matter under 

heaven” (3:1). One year ago, who would have thought that 2020 would turn out to be one long season of 

disease, separation, death, and fatigue? Over 320,000 Americans perished due to COVID-19 this year. Families 

were unable to say goodbye or spend final days with their loved ones. Countless people suffered from loneliness, 

anxiety, lack of income, or lack of connection. In some ways, our only prayer this year was, “How long, O Lord?” 

But on the other hand, who would have thought that 2020 would also turn out to be a season of 

experimentation, creativity, and gratitude for what we DO have? The dedication of our front-line workers, the 

generosity of neighbors, the development of a vaccine all displayed the resilience and strength of the human 

spirit. For our congregation, this meant online worship services, Zoom parties, virtual choirs, and generous giving, 

as well as welcoming family and friends from multiple time zones into our Zoom services! We have certainly 

expanded what we believed was possible this year.  

At the same time, amidst the global pandemic, the sale of our church property continued to progress in 

2020…slowly but surely! All year, Crestwood Communities worked with the City of Pomona on their plans for 

the property, submitting site plans, revising, and keeping us informed all along the way. Meanwhile, this past 

year our congregation participated in an All-Church Retreat, read two books on new and innovative church 

ministries, engaged in a book study on racism and the Church, and voted in September to pursue intentional 

partnerships with Inland Valley Hope Partners and UrbanMission Community Partners, by looking for our next 

church home in the vicinity of Lopez Elementary School in Pomona. Teams have formed: 1) a logistics team to 

start looking at property and investment possibilities, 2) an education team to coordinate learning about our new 

neighborhood and partners, including the prayerful neighborhood mapping exercise that many completed, and 

3) a celebrations team which will help us intentionally say goodbye to our home on Orange Grove when the 

time comes. With our two partners, we hope our future space will include areas for food ministries, community 

wellness, and restorative practices in Pomona, and will give our congregation renewed energy to engage with 

our neighbors in both spiritual and tangible ways. 

2021 will be a big year for our congregation, and as your pastor I am hopeful and excited! With help 

from the Apostle Paul, this is my prayer for you (and for us) in 2021: 

I pray that, according to the riches of his glory, he may grant that you may be strengthened in your inner 

being with power through his Spirit, and that Christ may dwell in your hearts through faith, as you are being 

rooted and grounded in love. I pray that you may have the power to comprehend, with all the saints, what is 

the breadth and length and height and depth, and to know the love of Christ that surpasses knowledge, so that 

you may be filled with all the fullness of God.  Now to him who by the power at work within us is able to 

accomplish abundantly far more than all we can ask or imagine, to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus 

to all generations, for ever and ever. Amen. (Ephesians 3:16-21). 

 

With you, in hope, 

Pastor Lauren 
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…those limited or confined 

for health reasons: Cathy 

Banks, Faith Eikenberry, 

Marcheta Pletcher. 

 

We also uphold these members, friends and family 

members of our congregation who have prayer 

concerns: 

 

Judy Brooks 

Bill Lemon 

Rochelle Lovelace 

 

 

District Prayer Calendar – January 

 

Jan 3 PSWD Policy Board which meets January 8 

 & 9 and their work this year 

Jan 10 Bakersfield Church of the Brethren 

Jan 17 That our churches will work to live into 

 God’s vision shared in Rev. 7:9 

Jan 24 Centro Ágape en Acción (Los Banos) 

 Church of the Brethren 

Jan 31 Casa de Modesto and Hillcrest Homes, 

 our two retirement communities 

 

 

January Zoom Meetings 

 

Music & Worship: 

 Thursday, January 7, 11:00 a.m. 

Stewards:  Thursday, January 7, 6:00 p.m. 

Executive Committee: 

 Thursday, January 14, 6:30 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
JANUARY BIRTHDAYS 

  2) Acia Jernigan 

 Phyllis Eller 

  6) Carl Cook 

  7) Jenny Lovelace 

11) Kathy Flores 

13) Sandy Landrum 

15) Pandra Cook 

16) Robert Herndon 

21) Nohemi Flores 

24) Graham Lovelace 

27) Nacomi Hemsworth 

29) Linda Lovelace 

30) Randy Good 

 

JANUARY ANNIVERSARIES 

  9) Jason & Lauren Cohen 2016 

 

 

S&O New Year Notes 

 

Thank you. every one of you, for your tremendous 

generosity this past holiday season as you gave to the 

Adopt-A-Family program, the Christmas Card Tree 

fund for Habitat for Humanity, and the extras for the 

food pantry and local needs. In these uncertain times 

many families have little or no financial reserves to 

meet the increasing expenses for food and other 

necessities, or sudden illness or loss of work. 

 

We have not planned any special projects for 

January, but hunger doesn’t take a vacation, so we 

hope that you will continue to support the Inland 

Valley Hope Partners’ Beta Center with food 

donations. Staples are always welcome, but soup (the 

Super Bowl is coming!) and everything that goes 

with it is always welcome. 

 

 

 

 



Observations from the Education Team 

 

We on the Education Team have spent time 

analyzing the information gathered from the 

Neighborhood Mapping Exercise for the area we are 

considering for relocating our Church. We appreciate 

the wide number of participants in this exercise, for 

it gave us some important data with which to work. 

After the holidays we will have a session with all of 

the church members to get a broader perspective on 

the information. 

 

We looked at the data from two perspectives, 

quantitative and qualitative. In each case we looked 

at where our heads were drawn, followed by what 

spoke to our hearts. At our first meeting we were 

looking at the overall impression. In the second 

sessions we looked at the data more specifically. 

 

We had some observations in our first session on 

where our heads were drawn. 

 • As we looked at potentials to lease or sale, 

there were not many options. 

 • There were not many homes for sale, it 

seems like a pretty stable area. 

 • Many of us expected it to be “run-down”  

This was not the case. 

 • Few homes had bars on the windows. 

 • The east end of the area we explored was 

different than the west end. 

 • For those familiar with the area it 

appeared in better shape than a few decades ago. 

 • The homes north of Mission seemed 

economically “better” but not as well cared for as 

those south of Mission. 

 

In our first session we also looked at where our hearts 

were drawn. 

 • The homes were well cared for, there 

seemed to be a sense of pride in the neighborhoods. 

 • There were more houses of worship than 

grocery stores. 

 • No major grocery stores. 

 • Things were more upscale nearer to the 

Civic Center. 

 •More “mom and pop” stores nearer to 

Lopez Elementary School. 

 • We did not see as many homeless folks as 

expected. 

 • We did not observe evidence of gangs 

(graffiti, etc.) like in the past. 

 

In our second session we looked at the specific kinds 

of buildings and services. Again, we first looked at 

there our heads were drawn. 

 • There were many houses of worship 

(some open, some closed, not sure if the closures had 

to do with the pandemic. 

 • No major grocery stores, just small 

markets or mini-markets. 

 • If you don’t have a car it would be hard to 

shop for groceries. 

 • More residential homes were found on 

9th, 11th, , Hamilton and Park. 

 • Several homes had many vehicles in the 

driveway, suggesting multiple families living in one 

home. 

 • Not many bus stops visible. 

 • Overnight parking is available on Pomona 

streets. Lots of cars on streets. 

 

In our second session the places that drew are hearts 

are listed here. 

 • There is a connection to the downtown 

with signs for the Art Walk, Farmers’ Market, etc. 

 • Didn’t see a lot of people out, but it could 

be the pandemic. 

 • Public services (city hall, library, fire 

station) are a reasonable distance from these 

neighborhoods. 

 

Watch for the scheduled meeting to discuss this 

information as a congregation. You will receive the 

data sheets and our observations at that time. 

 

Your Education Team, 

Lauren Cohen   Shirley Ness 

Richard Hart   John Stewart   

Graham Lovelace  Peggy Redman 

Linda Lovelace 

  

 

 

 



 

 

MODERATOR’S DISTRICT Q&A 

SCHEDULED FOR OUR DISTRICT 

 

Annual Conference Moderator Paul Mundey is 

hosting a ZOOM session in districts, focusing on the 

“state of the church.” Both laity and clergy are urged 

to participate. The ZOOM session will use a Q&A 

format; any and all questions are invited. Joining 

Moderator Paul will be the other Annual Conference 

Officers: Dave Sollenberger, Moderator Elect, and 

Jim Beckwith, Annual Conference Secretary.  

 

The Moderator’s District Q&A sessions for the 

Pacific Southwest district will be Wednesday, 

January 6, at 10 a.m. PST, and Saturday, January 16, 

at 10 a.m. PST. 

 

The ZOOM links to join the Q&A: 

 

Wednesday, Jan 6, 2021, 10:00 AM: 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87434084368?pwd=WH

U1VFhEWC9GcjN5WW9lbkxJc1ZwZz09 

 

Dial by phone +1 669 900 6833 

Meeting ID: 874 3408 4368# 

Passcode: 091220 

 

Saturday, Jan 16, 2021, 10:00 AM:  

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83288019105?pwd=V1J

0ejgyMjhGUWE2V2c4bnNpeUlzZz09 

 

Dial by phone +1 669 900 6833 

Meeting ID: 832 8801 9105# 

Passcode: 091233 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

As the COVID-19 pandemic continues, our church 

continues to meet over Zoom on Sunday mornings 

for worship. Some congregations have implemented 

“live streamed” or “pre-recorded” services to watch 

at any time, but we have chosen to meet over Zoom, 

a video conferencing platform that allows us to meet 

at the same  time, seeing each other’s faces and 

hearing each other’s voices. Our services are 

simplified, but typically include pre-recorded music, 

the sharing of joys and concerns, prayer, scripture, 

and a pastoral message, often followed by a time of 

discussion and talk-back. Even while it is still unsafe 

for our church to gather in-person, we are being 

spiritually nourished and remaining connected to one 

another in this way. An added bonus of worshipping 

over Zoom is that we have welcomed many out-of-

town family and friends, who join us from different 

parts of the country each week! If you have not 

joined us, we would love to welcome you this 

Sunday! Contact Pastor Lauren for details on how to 

log into Zoom. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87434084368?pwd=WHU1VFhEWC9GcjN5WW9lbkxJc1ZwZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/87434084368?pwd=WHU1VFhEWC9GcjN5WW9lbkxJc1ZwZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83288019105?pwd=V1J0ejgyMjhGUWE2V2c4bnNpeUlzZz09
https://us02web.zoom.us/j/83288019105?pwd=V1J0ejgyMjhGUWE2V2c4bnNpeUlzZz09


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PFCOB STEWARDSHIP INFORMATION 

Through November 2020 

 

2020 Annual Budget $222,576.00 
 

     Giving ’20 $91,993.50 

     Interest & Other Income ’20 $71,61.25 

Total Budget Income thru October $163,594.75 
 

Total Budget Expense thru Nov. $(166,402.56) 

Plus Budget overage from 2019 $107.55 
Budget Balance thru Oct. ($2,700.26) 

 

November Special Non-Budget Offerings 

  Capital Fund $420.00 
  Deacons Fund $2,000.00 

  Inland Valley Hope Partners Beta $480.00 

  Adopt-a-Family $150.00 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Banner is published by the 

Pomona Fellowship Church of the Brethren 

875 W. Orange Grove Ave., Pomona,  CA   91768 

(909) 629-2548 

Email: Office@MyPomonaChurch.org 

Website: MyPomonaChurch.org 

 

Services & Activities 

Sunday Worship over ZOOM Sunday, 10:00 a.m. 

Bible Study over Google Meet Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 

 

Rev. Lauren Seganos Cohen Pastor 

Janet Short Moderator 

Acia Jernigan Admin. Assistant 

 
The Banner is published once a month. Articles and announcements 

to appear in the next issue of the Banner are due in the church office  

by the 20th of each month. 

 

 

  

 

mailto:Office@MyPomonaChurch.org

